


MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF INGESTRE WITH TIXALL PARISH COUNCIL
on Wednesday, 20 May 2026, at 7.30pm, in Tixall Village Hall

Present: Cllrs: Mr Malcolm Sindrey (Chair), Dr Tric Parrott, Mrs Jane Tinniswood (Vice Chair) and Mr Keith Palmer representing Tixall.  Mr David Lees and Mr David Sammons representing Ingestre.

Chair opened the meeting at 7.30pm and welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Apologies were noted as received: Cllr Mrs Judy Eccleshall, who was unable to attend due to a family matter and SCC Cllr Andrew Mynors – meeting clash.

3 members of the public attended the meeting.  

Guest Speaker 
1. Chair introduced our Guest Speaker – Hayley Mival, Shugborough General Manager.
Hayley delivered an update on the works that have been taking place at Shugborough since the National Trust took the Estate over from Staffs County Council, which was 10 years ago.  The focus has been very much on Shaping Shugborough to set the Estate up for the future. 
The aim is to open the new entrance to the Estate by October 2026.  Flooding has been, and continues to be, a major issue on the Estate – works are ongoing to address the issues, with the relevant partners.
A copy of the presentation delivered by Hayley is available from the Parish Clerk, email clerk@ingestretixall-pc.gov.uk
More details on the above can be found by visiting the Shugborough website: 
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/shropshire-staffordshire/shugborough-estate
An invitation was extended to the Parish Council to visit the estate, to see the ongoing works first hand, to which the Cllrs expressed their thanks.
The following questions were raised:
1. Concern was raised over the height under the bridge, when the new entrance is open.
R – signage will be displayed to inform motorists of the bridge height restriction.
2. Walled garden re-instatement – will this be re-instated to the previous original standard?
R – Restoration work has not taken the garden back to a set period of time.
3. Will Essex bridge remain unchanged?
R – Yes, there will be no changes.
4. Facilities on the Estate, will these be the same?
R – There will be a new coffee house, current Mansion House facilities will continue.
5. Will the big events, eg. Christmas continue?
R – Probably not, the focus will be on smaller, longer-term events.  Events, such as the outdoor cinema will probably not happen in the future.
6. What will happen to the current car park/visitors centre?
R – Currently looking at what the space and building can be used for, considering moving the building for re-use.
7. People have been seen standing on the bridge, overlooking trains – both parents and children.  Can some type of fencing be considered to make this area safe?
R – Was not aware of this, so thank you for bringing it to our attention, it will be raised with Network Rail.
8. Is there a bridle path through the Estate?
R – Yes, but its not accessible through the Milford entrance or the new entrance, it is accessible from Great Haywood, via Essex bridge.  
It was commented that the closure of the current entrance to the Estate seemed a sensible decision.

Chair thanked Hayley for attending and delivering such an informative presentation. Hayley left the meeting at 8.00pm and the meeting continued as follows:

2. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 9 April 2025 were approved as a correct record.
Cllr Dr Parrott raised the matter of internet access along Holdiford Rd and it was noted that this matter is ongoing and will therefore, remain open.

3. Chair delivered his Annual Report – which is attached as Appendix A.  There will be a quiz and supper in December (7.12.2026) to raise funds for Tixall Church.  All welcome, teams of 4. 

4. The Finance Report for 2025/26, as prepared by the Clerk/RFO was made available – attached as Appendix B. Clerk advised that the Parish Council had been independently audited on 5 May 2026 and no issues with the Parish Council Accounts for 2025/26 had been raised.

5. Cllr Palmer delivered the Tixall Village Hall Annual Report – which is attached as Appendix C.

6. Cllr Dr Parrott delivered the Report for Tixall Church on behalf of Lars Enocson, Church Warden – attached as Appendix D.

7. Cllr Sammons delivered the Report for Ingestre Church, as prepared by Sue Haenelt – attached as Appendix E.
There were no questions raised on the above items.
Chair provided brief update on Tixall Gatehouse, as follows:
Now fully re-furbished and used as a holiday let.  Ground source heating installed.  It is hoped to be able to arrange an open visit for residents of the Parish with Landmark.

Ingestre Church is 350 years old and there will be a celebration in June 2026.

OPEN FORUM

Chairman invited questions from residents:

Resident commented about recent burglaries and visits from the Police – all need to be aware.  

Cllr Dr Parrott enquired if it was houses, sheds, cars?  Resident was unaware, had no more details.  Cllr Dr Parrott commented that the Police signs that are on display have deterred parking, so these may help with burglaries too.




Chairman thanked everyone for attending and for bringing matters to the attention of the Parish Council.

The meeting was closed at 8.30pm

Refreshments were enjoyed by attendees.
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