



MINUTES OF MEETING OF INGESTRE WITH TIXALL PARISH COUNCIL
on Wednesday, 8 July 2026, at 7.30pm in Tixall Village Hall

Present: Cllrs: Malcolm Sindrey (Chair), Mrs Jane Tinniswood (Vice Chair), Keith Palmer and Dr Tric Parrott representing Tixall.  Cllrs: David Lees and David Sammons representing Ingestre.
SCC Cllr Andrew Mynors.

56/26	Apologies: Cllr Mrs Eccleshall – personal reasons.  It was resolved to accept the Apology as received.

57/26	PUBLIC OPEN SESSION: No members of the Public attended.

58/26	DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
a. Previously declared interest in HS2 was discussed. It was resolved to retain this as an ongoing Declaration of Interest.  Cllrs Sammons noted this and his declared interest is noted.

59/26 	MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on 13 May 2026 were approved and signed as a correct record.
b. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 13 May 2026 were approved and signed as a correct record.

60/26	MATTERS TO BE UPDATED from previous meetings: 
a. 49/26d – 26/42124/T5N, Tixall Conservation Area, Church of St John The Baptist, Great Haywood Rd, Tixall. No comments/objections and SBC were informed accordingly on 19.5.2026.
b. 49/26e – 26/41897/FUL, Hilranton, Holdiford Rd, Tixall. No comments/objections and SBC were informed accordingly on 19.5.2026.
c. 51/26f – AGAR 2025/26. Clerk has added documentation to Parish Council website and Notice of Period of Public Rights has been published as required.  Required Documents have been sent, via email, to external Auditors, Mazars.
d. 52/26a – Neighbourhood Governance support.  Letter was sent to Sir Gavin Williamson, MP on 10.6.2026. 1.7.26, acknowledgement from Sir Gavin Williamson MP received, who will raise matter with the Secretary of State and will provide an update to the Parish Council in due course.  
e. 54/26c – Cannock Chase National Landscape representative.  Expression of interest from Cllr Mrs Tinniswood was presented to the SPCA on 19.5.26. Details from SPCA provided to Cllr Mrs Tinniswood, who will follow matter up directly.
Action – Cllr Mrs Tinniswood

61/26	COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
a. SCC Cllr Mynors referred to an email submission, sent to the Parish Council on 8 July 2026, which addressed the following matters: traffic accidents; speed/volume survey; refresh of road markings; tree cut back to ensure clearer sign visibility, etc – full details of this email correspondence can be seen as Appendix A.  Cllr Mynors advised he will keep the pressure on SCC to take further action in relation to these matters, but did state that realistically, he is not sure what else can be done and perhaps it has got to be Police enforcement.  Cllr Lees queried data as provided by SCC in the email of 8.7.26, Cllr Mynors advised he will need to follow this up directly with SCC.  Cllr Lees commented that better signage at Hoo Mill crossroads/entrance to Ingestre village would be welcomed – a ‘makeshift’ chevron sign exists, which is not an SCC sign.
Action – Cllr Mynors
Cllr Sindrey commented on the 13 potholes along the stretch of Tixall Road, near Brancote, which is dangerous as it causes drivers to drive on the wrong side of the road to avoid them – Cllr Mynors to raise with SCC Highways.
Action – Cllr Mynors
Cllr Sammons advised the potholes along Ingestre Park Rd are dangerous and asked if there is a plan to repair these?  Cllr Mynors agreed to find the details for this.
Action – Cllr Mynors
Cllr Mynors extended an invitation for 2 Cllrs to meet him and Head of SCC Highways – Cllr Sammons agreed to meet as Parish Council representative.  Details of dates to be made available. Clerk will follow up with Cllr Mynors.  Cllr Dr Parrott queried why Cllr Mynors cannot lobby SCC Highways on our behalf?  Cllr Mynors advised that he can and will do so, but that it would be useful to meet with Head of Highways too. 
Action – Clerk
There is a lot of activity happening at SCC: Support for businesses; recycling; trading standards working on illegal activity, eg. Vapes/sweet shops; environmental crime; SEND vacancies; A51; keeping cool in the heat; Digital Assistance/keeping people connected and out of care homes.
Cllr Dr Parrott advised that collection of new grey food bins is not working effectively – not being collected and bags not being replenished.  It was noted this was an SBC matter, but Cllr Mynors did state it was helpful to be aware of this and will follow it up with SCC Waste team.
Action – Cllr Mynors
 
62/26	BOROUGH COUNCILLOR REPORT
a. SBC Cllr Ms Aspin was not present.  No update provided.  Cllr Sindrey advised on prompt action by SBC Streetscene, who have cleared Tixall Road, opposite Church, of mud/debris that was narrowing the road by 15ins. Matter was reported, by Clerk, on 6 July and road was cleaned on 7 July – excellent response.   

63/26	PLANNING MATTERS
No Planning Matters for consideration.  

64/26	VILLAGE HALL TRUSTEE
a. Cllr Sindrey advised Tony Young – Parish Council appointee, has stepped down and replacement, Ann Lewis-Williams was proposed and approved. Cllr Sindrey to provide full contact details and Clerk to update records accordingly.   Term of Office to commence immediately and run until July 2030 (4 years).
Action – Cllr Sindrey and Clerk

65/26	 CLERKS REPORT
a. 46/26b and 23/26a - Flood at Hoo Mill.  Clerk advised SCC still have not responded to this matter, which Cllrs agreed remains disappointing. It was resolved to forward details to SCC Cllr Mynors for review and investigations and raise matter with Sir Gavin Williamson, MP for his support.  
Action - Clerk
b. 53/26a - Benches on Tixall towpath.  CRT have advised that the arrangement of adopted areas in Tixall along the towpath has expired and will not be renewed.  Response regarding approval for planning permission remains outstanding.  After further consideration and discussion Cllrs resolved the installation of benches along the towpath will not be pursued any further, for reasons of purchase costs/ongoing maintenance costs.  Matter now closed. Clerk to inform resident accordingly.
Action – Clerk
c. Vehicle Activated sign (VAS) device in Colwich, owned by SCC.  Clerk provided an update as received from SCC on VAS’s: not the preferred option of SCC, due to their ongoing maintenance requirements.  Clerk advised Cllrs that should they still be interested in this device for the Parish, there will be costs associated with its installation, for example Section 50 licence, which covers the permission from SCC for installation in the Highway, ongoing maintenance costs, feasibility study to identify the right location – SCC will need to carry this out, at a cost.  Also, the preferred location may have underground pipes/cabling, etc which will need to be identified.
After due consideration and discussion, it was resolved not to pursue this matter any further.  Clerk to advise SCC accordingly.
Action – Clerk
d. 25/26b – enforcement action for Dower House fencing, along Ingestre Park Rd.  Clerk advised Cllrs that SBC Enforcement Team still had not responded to requests for action to be taken and address the outstanding enforcement matter.  Cllrs agreed matter to be escalated, via SBC Cllr K Aspin.
Action - Clerk

66/26	 FINANCE

a. The following payments were noted:
	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	HP Instant Ink
	Monthly printing contract: 16.4.26 – 15.5.26, 16.5.26 – 15.6.26.  Direct Debit payments.
	£5.41
£5.41

	£1.08
£1.08

	£6.49
£6.49


	Re-Coded Solutions Ltd
	Annual website hosting fee – Standing Order payment
	£100.00
	£20.00
	£120.00

	Tesco
	Stationery
	£8.17
	£1.63
	£9.80



b. Accounts outlined below were approved for payment:
	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	Clerks Salary & expenses
	Period 1 May – 30 June 2026, including home working allowance.
	£522.16

	Nil

	£522.16


	HMRC
	Employer PAYE for the period 6.5.26 – 5.7.26
	£130.60
	Nil
	£130.60



c. Cllrs discussed appropriate Account for investment from NS&I.  Opening a Notice Saving Account with Unity Trust bank was considered and resolved this was not appropriate for the needs of the Parish Council.  After further discussion, it was resolved to open a Corporate Pullman Account with the Stafford Building Society.  Clerk has the necessary application paperwork and will complete this over the coming weeks, all Cllrs to be set up with access to the Account.
Action – Clerk and Cllrs
d.  Cllrs confirmed receipt of new HMRC mileage rate, increased from 0.45p to 0.55p per mile, from 1 April 2026.  This new rate was approved for payment to the Clerk, backdated to 1 April and should any arrears be due, these will be approved by full Council and paid in September.  
Action – Clerk




67/26 	LOCAL GOVERNMENT RE-ORGANISATION
a. Clerk advised no update to share at present.  Clerk advised outcome is due at the end of the summer.  Cllr Mynors stated they were expecting to be advised of the outcome for Staffordshire on 16 July 2026.

68/26	SBC LOCAL PLAN 2025-2045 CONSULTATION
a. This was considered by Cllrs, who declined to respond to the consultation. 

69/26	NEW COUNCILLOR DEVELOPMENT TRAINING
a. Cllr Sammons provided an update on his attendance at new Cllr training with the SPCA – provided him with a good general background, legislative powers, what the Parish Council can/cannot do, outlined the role of the Clerk.  Referred to May 2027 elections – Clerk advised arrangements are somewhat unclear until the outcome of LGR is known, however, Parish Cllrs are elected/co-opted for a 4-year term, of which the current term will expire in 2027. 
Cllr Sammons expressed an interest in understanding the communication processes in place between the Parish Council and the parishioners; Cllr Sindrey advised of the Annual Parish meeting; invite to attend Parish Council meetings; Parish Newsheet (quarterly); word of mouth (small villages) and Notice Boards. Cllr Dr Parrott advised when specific projects arise, these are dealt with by contacting parishioners through the Parish website; Notice Boards and social media.  Cllr Mrs Tinniswood stated that parishioners raise issues very quickly, as we are a small community and we can arrange extra meetings, if required.  Cllr Sammons asked if, periodically, we can contact parishioners to ask what they want from us, which was agreed.  Clerk suggested an article in the next Parish Newsheet, which Cllr Sammons agreed to draft for Cllrs consideration, before publication. 
Action – Cllr Sammons and Clerk

70/26	 VILLAGE MATTERS
a. Lion Lodges, Ingestre – Cllrs discussed the current condition of Lion Lodges, which HS2 appear to be allowing to fall into disrepair.  Cllrs felt this is causing a blight on the village and may increase vagrancy. The matter has been raised with HS2 by a resident, unsure if any response has been received.  After further consideration, it was resolved the Clerk will contact HS2, on behalf of the Parish Council, and request an urgent response from HS2 on what is happening with these properties.  It was noted that previous known contacts within HS2 appear to no longer be available and therefore, it was agreed to seek advice from SCC, to establish best points of contact.
Action – Clerk
b. School House, Ingestre – Cllrs discussed why this property is being retained by HS2 as it is not located on the route of HS2.  Cllrs are aware that current tenants had approached HS2 and asked to purchase the property, but this was declined.  Clerk to contact HS2 for this property too, as well as asking Sir Gavin Williamson, MP to take up the issue of both properties on behalf of the Parish Council, with HS2, to help get some answers about what their intentions are.
Action - Clerk
c. Cllrs discussed the agricultural building opposite Dower House.  It was noted this is currently being rented out and is used as a carrot and potato store.  The fans being used in the building are in line with agricultural use.  No further action is required.

Cllr Mynors left the meeting at 8.45pm, having advised of availability of Community Fund – Parish Council can apply for grant of £250, which was noted.

d. The extension to the equestrian building at Heathcroft Paddock was discussed.  Clerk advised of a current Planning Application: 26/42250/LDC, of which there is no requirement for the Planning Authority to formally consult the Parish Council on LDC’s, however, comments can be submitted.  After further discussions, no comments were identified. Notice from owner of intention to submit full planning application, once outcome of LDC submission was known, was noted.  
d. Chair of Trustees for Ingestre Orangery, Aaron Chetwynd has stood down – enquires to be sent to Adele Reed, General Manager at present. Cllr Sammons advised of noise complaint received in relation to weddings, advised that a further 39 weddings had been booked over the summer and noise levels are exceeding 50dcb’s. SBC Environmental Health have been advised.  Cllrs Sammons and Lees to arrange to meet with Orangery representatives, on behalf of the Parish Council, to seek to find a sensible and reasonable way forward for all.  Cllrs Sammons and Lees to update Council in due course.
Action – Cllrs Sammons and Lees
e. Community Picnic in Ingestre Community Garden is going ahead on Saturday, 11 July – all welcome.  Details displayed in Ingestre Parish Notice Board, Cllrs raised some concern over details being shared with Tixall residents.

71/26	 CORRESPONDENCE 
a. Letter from SCC on grit bins within Parish.  Cllrs advised there are no grit bins in Tixall.  There are 2 grit bins in Ingestre: 1 at entrance to village, near post box and 1 located near to the property: The Lindens, Ingestre ST18 0RE. Both of these bins are owned by SCC. Clerk to inform SCC accordingly.
Action - Clerk
b. Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent Local Nature Recovery Strategy.  This was noted, no Parish Council response to be submitted.  
c. Roll out of full fibre in Tixall/protection of cabinet. Response received from Openreach advised that 37 premises, mainly in Tixall Court and Tixall Mews, have now been enabled. The village hall and some premises in that vicinity are also available for service.  Residents can check service availability by entering their details into the website: Fibre broadband availability checker | Openreach  Other parts of the village, in the agreed plan, are still being worked through.  Openreach hope to have services available in the coming weeks. Openreach are still working with the Government for other premises not already included in the plan and hope to determine the scope of the work and additional premises. Unfortunately, this is not as straightforward as previously anticipated, however, they remain hopeful of bringing these premises into scope of the programme. They continue to work with SCC and the Government and will advise once agreement has been reached. 
Regarding protection to the cabinet, discussions are still ongoing with SCC to agree a suitable solution and it is hoped to have an agreed way forward soon.  Clerk to include this information in the next edition of the Newsheet.
Action - Clerk

72/26	 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. Ingestre Planter – Cllr Lees
b. Ingestre Orangery – Cllrs Sammons and Lees



Meeting closed at 9.20pm
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