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Ingestre with Tixall Parish Council - Annual Report 
2025-26

2025-26 was quite a busy year.  

There were 2 significant matters that had and continue to have impacts upon our residents.  These matters are the internet outage experienced back in September 2024, which I mention now, as whilst there has been good progress in connecting the village of Tixall to full fibre, the protection of the fibre cabinet on the junction of Holdiford Road and Tixall Road remains outstanding.

The other matter that has and continues to be topical is the issue of speeding through the Parish, mainly being experienced in Tixall, but Ingestre has had its own concerns along Ingestre Park Road.  However it is worthy of note, that since the golf club has been extended to include the other side of the road, drivers do tend to drive more appropriately.

Both of these matters will remain on the Parish Councils’ Agenda and we are working with the relevant partners to progress solutions (where possible and realistic), as speedily as possible.

Planning Matters
The Parish Council is a formal consultee on Planning matters that fall within the Parish and we have responded to all Planning Applications that have been received during the year.  None of the applications were of concern and so no objections or comments were presented to the Planning Authority.  

We did meet with our neighbouring Parish, Hopton and Coton at the end of April to discuss and agree a joint response to the Planning Authority on the Application that has been submitted by the developers Redrow; 25/41602/FUL – variation of conditions 2,19 and 23 of 16/23903/FUL – land south Tixall Road, Hanyards, Stafford.  An extension to the date for the submission of comments was requested and agreed.
Meetings
We normally meet 6 times during the year, in addition to our Annual Parish Meeting (which we usually hold in April or May) – we are always interested to receive suggestions for speakers to come along to the Annual Meeting, whom will be of interest to our residents.  So, if anyone has any good ideas, please let your Cllrs or our Clerk know.

We will also hold extraordinary meetings, if deemed necessary to allow us to hear residents’ concerns on important matters or respond to urgent planning matters, where an extension to the timeframes imposed by the Planning Authority cannot be extended. 

The Parish Council has continued to deliver its services to you and we will continue to do so, to the best of our ability.  Below are some of the matters that we have been working on during the year and will, in some cases, continue to do so:

Ingestre Community garden – many of you will know this is owned by the Parish Council and we have maintained the grounds through the use of a maintenance contractor for a number of years now.  The purchase of the land from which the garden was established was managed through Section 106 money, as overseen by Stafford Borough Council and a small amount of this money remained, which has been used to meet the cost of the maintenance contractor. However, the majority of this money has been spent and the Parish Council has been considering its options regarding the ongoing maintenance and use of the garden, which is for the benefit of all residents in Ingestre and Tixall.  Cllrs Lees and Mrs Eccleshall have been working hard on securing support from the community to assist with the maintenance of the garden and this project remains ongoing.  The Parish Council retains ownership of the garden and will be taking an active interest in how the future use of the garden and its maintenance develops.
If you wish to support with the community garden and can spare a little of your time, to help maintain it for the benefit of all in the Parish, please contact your Cllrs Lees and Mrs Eccleshall.

Speeding – we know this remains a topical matter.  We work closely with our SCC Highways colleagues and our SCC Cllr Andrew Mynors.  We also engage with the Police, to secure a visible presence in the village wherever possible – we did invite them to attend this evening, but unfortunately due to annual leave and shift patterns, there was no-one available to join us.

Its important for residents to be aware that, whilst we acknowledge that speeding can be an issue, the fault remains with the motorists who choose to drive in the manner they do.  The speed limit of 30mph along the Tixall Road, is considered appropriate for the road, however, SCC Highways colleagues are looking into this.  Residents may be aware of the very useful petition that was prepared and submitted to SCC by a Tixall resident last year, which has triggered a number of investigations into the speed of motorists through the village.  Any proposed solutions, such as speed humps, chicanes, lower speed limits all need to be assessed by the Highways Authority and can take many years, legal consultations, etc and all come at significant costs (which is unlikely to be funded by SCC, as they do not have sufficient resources).  The Parish Council is exploring the purchase and installation of Village Gateways, as a solution that we can install ourselves (with the agreement of the Highways Authority) to remind motorists to drive at an appropriate speed through the village – this work is ongoing. 

Signage in the village – it has been noted that the position of the advisory HGV sign, as drivers enter the village, from Stafford is in the wrong place, as HGV drivers see it too late.  SCC Highways colleagues have noted this and will look into this matter on our behalf.  If any residents are aware of any other signage that are located in the wrong place, are damaged or obscured in any way, please report such matters to SCC, via their website and Report it tool, so that these can be dealt with.

Roll out of full fibre to the village of Tixall – this is ongoing and progressing.  The Parish Council has met with Openreach and representatives of SCC Highways to progress the protection of the fibre cabinet in Tixall.  We have provided details of the protection that has been installed near Blithfield, as an example of what could/has been done.  It was our understanding that Openreach were keen to find a solution that protected their asset (the cabinet) and their engineers when working on site.  It has recently been confirmed that the solution at Blithfield was installed and paid for by Cadent, with the approval of SCC Highways.
SCC have advised that dialogue remains ongoing with Openreach regarding the protection of the cabinet, however, whatever solution is agreed will need to be funded by and maintained by Openreach as SCC have advised that any protection that they may be install  will be to protect users of the highway and not third party assets.
We will continue to monitor the situation and remain in contact with Openreach, as they have not yet provided an update confirming what they are intending to do.

Flooding in the Parish – the cause of the flooding leading to Hoo Mill crossroads has been identified and the flood has been dealt with.  HS2 own the land over which the drain pipe runs and the Parish Council is in contact with SCC Highways to put some pressure on HS2 to find a permanent solution – this matter remains ongoing.

Tixall Church – there will be a Quiz and Supper event, on Saturday, 7 December 2026, to raise funds for the Church – all are welcome.  Teams of 4.



May I also recognise, the fact that our longstanding Cllr and Vice Chair, Sue Haenelt, took the difficult decision, in January 2026 to step down from the Parish Council for health reasons.  I wish to offer my sincere thanks to Sue, who has been a member of Ingeste with Tixall Parish Council for 27 years.  Her support and knowledge of the village has always been much valued by the Parish Council and, on behalf of myself, my fellow Cllrs and our Clerk, I wish her well for the future.

The resultant vacancy has been filled by David Sammons, who has recently been co-opted onto the Parish Council and he is very welcome.  David has lived in the Parish since the summer of 2021 and he brings with him a wealth of experience in the world of business and finance, which will be very useful to the Council.  David has a keen interest in sport, likes to keep abreast of current affairs, is learning to play the piano, is a family man and also finds time to enjoy decorating/interior design.
 
I am sure he will be a great asset to the work of the Parish Council and I believe he will bring many benefits to all that we do. 


Finally, I wish to acknowledge the work of my fellow Parish Councillors, as well as our new SCC County Councillor – Andrew Mynors and our Borough Councillors – Frances Beatty and Karine Aspin for all their support.
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