



MINUTES OF MEETING OF INGESTRE WITH TIXALL PARISH COUNCIL
on Wednesday, 11 March 2026, at 7.30pm in Tixall Village Hall

Present: Cllrs: Malcolm Sindrey (Chairman), Mrs Jane Tinniswood and Dr Tric Parrott representing Tixall.  Cllrs: Mrs Judy Eccleshall and David Lees representing Ingestre.
SCC Cllr Andrew Mynors and SBC Cllr Karine Aspin.

18/26	Apologies: SBC Cllr Ms K Aspin – meeting clash.  It was resolved to accept the Apology as received.  

2/26	PUBLIC OPEN SESSION: No Public attended.

3/26	DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
a. Previously declared interest in HS2, by all Cllrs, was noted. 

4/26 	MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 15 October 2025 were approved and signed as a correct record.

5/26	MATTERS TO BE UPDATED from previous meetings: 
a. 94/25a – updated Financial Regulations.  Clerk has added to the Parish Council website.

6/26	COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
a. SCC Cllr Mynors provided the following update:
· The condition of the roads from Stafford to Tixall have been noted.  He has visited Stone Highways Depot, which was very useful.  Arrangements can be made for Cllrs to visit the Depot if interested.
· The turning into Ingestre with the Great Haywood junction has been reviewed, he wishes to use some of his money for speed monitoring at this junction, as well as Bottle Lodge. The Cllrs welcomed this action.
· He has recently visited Lichfield to understand the topology of the County and to see details of projects to explore flooding.
· £15m funding is available and whole road repairs are being explored as opposed to temporary pothole repairs.
· SCC’s budget is currently balanced but this may not be the case in 2-3 years’ time, due to ongoing SEND expenditure.
Cllr Sindrey drew Cllr Mynors attention to the flood at the crematorium, which continues to be a problem as the gully is not being cleared properly and needs to be dealt with once and for all.
During the recent snow the route from Great Haywood to Tixall was not gritted.  Cllr Mynors suggested motorists use the roads that are known to have been gritted and is keen to improve communications for motorists, so they understand how the gritting process works.  Cllrs challenged Cllr Mynors to confirm the gritting status of the Great Haywood to Tixall route.  Cllr Mynors confirmed this route would not be gritted, unless the conditions were deemed to be severe – no explanation of what ‘severe’ meant was provided, he will seek to clarify this.
Cllr Sindrey stated that buses could not get up Weston Bank, during the recent snow.
After further discussion, it was resolved the Clerk will prepare details of the Councils’ matters to be reviewed by Cllr Mynors and SCC Highways Officers – to be sent via email to Cllr Mynors as soon as possible.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mynors
Clerk raised matter of HGV Order for Holdiford Road, which has been supported by Berkswich Parish Council.  It is understood that SCC are required to conduct a feasibility study, is this correct?   Cllr Mynors requested the Clerk include this matter in the full list of details to be submitted for his review, which was agreed.
Action - Clerk
  
7/26	BOROUGH COUNCILLOR REPORT
a. SBC Cllr Ms Aspin did not have any matters to update the Council on. 

8/26	PLANNING MATTERS
a. No New Planning Applications received, and no Applications have been considered between meetings.

9/26	 CLERKS REPORT
a.  HGV Order for Holdiford Road was brought to Cllr Mynors attention on 5.1.2026, SCC will need to conduct a feasibility study for which Cllr Mynors support will be needed – see Minute Reference 6/26a above for more information.
b. Tixall BB – meeting with Openreach has been arranged for residents on Weds, 25.2.2026 in Tixall Village Hall, from 7.30pm.  The purpose is for Openreach to provide an update on the roll out of full fibre to the village – details will be added into the next Parish Newsheet and Cllrs to share details via WhatsApp.  It was agreed to try to secure attendance of Sir Gavin Williamson, SCC colleagues who attended meeting in October 2025, Cllr Mynors was also invited to attend.  Clerk to progress arrangements.
Action – Clerk and Cllrs
c. PCSO’s attendance at meetings.  An invite had been extended to our local PCSO’s to join our meeting.  Cllr Sindrey commented that he had not witnessed a patrol car parked in the layby on the Tixall Road, monitoring speed, despite assurances from the Police that they were visiting the village from time to time.
d. Parish Cllr email addresses.  All seem to be operational; however, Cllr Lees continues to have some issues.  Clerk will explore this with ReCoded Solutions in due course, which was accepted.
Action - Clerk

10/26	 FINANCE

a. The following payments were noted:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	HP Instant Ink
	Monthly printing contract: 16.9.25 – 15.10.25, 16.10.25 – 15.11.25 and 16.11.25 – 15.12.25.  Direct Debit payments.
	£5.41
£5.41
£5.41
	£1.08
£1.08
£1.08

	£6.49
£6.49
£6.49





b. Accounts outlined below were approved for payment:
	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	Clerks Salary & expenses
	Period 1–30 November 2025, including home working allowance.
Period 1-31 December 2025, including home working allowance
	£260.98


£265.68
	Nil


Nil
	£260.98


£265.68

	HMRC
	Employer PAYE for the period 6.11.25 – 5.1.26
	£130.60
	Nil
	£130.60

	Ingestre Church
	Parish Council donation
	£500.00
	Nil
	£500.00



c. Rate of interest rate for Parish Council’s NS&I Savings Account was discussed.  It was resolved to close the NS&I Account, open a new Corporate Pullman Account at the Stafford Building Society and transfer all funds from the NS&I Account into this new account, which is paying a better rate of interest.  Clerk to progress and keep Council advised of progress.
Action - Clerk
d. Appointment of independent Internal Auditor for 2025/26 was discussed. Clerk advised sufficient funds had been included in the 2026/27 Budget, for approval (see Minute reference 16/26 below). It was resolved to appoint Kim Squires, Internal Audit Services for 2025/26.  Clerk to arrange. 
Action - Clerk
e. Clerk presented Bank Reconciliation up to 14.1.2026.  This was noted, accepted and approved.
f. Details of correspondence from HMRC, dated 4 November 2025, addressed to the previous and deceased Clerk, advising of overdue Stamp Duty Land Tax was discussed. Cllr Lees challenged this and after much discussion it was agreed the Clerk will raise this matter with SCC’s Legal Team, who dealt with the sale of the land, to establish if this tax is actually due, as well as establishing why it was not paid, as part of the whole sale/purchase process, which SCC managed. It was noted that the correspondence stated the amount overdue is £143.97, of which £43.97 is interest for non-payment accrued from 21.5.2015 to 4.11.2025. Cllrs commented why has it taken HMRC so long to raise this matter? Cllrs Lees and 
Mrs Eccleshall to provide Clerk with documentation that may assist this process.  
Action – Clerk, Cllrs Lees and Mrs Eccleshall

11/26 	LOCAL GOVERNMENT RE-ORGANISATION
a. Cllrs considered letter from Cllr Mark Deaville, Staffs Moorlands District Council, which requested firm and united opposition to the proposed Local Government Re-organisation in Staffordshire. Cllrs unanimously agreed not to support this request.

12/26	REVIEW OF FINANCIAL REGULATIONS
a.  Clerk presented updated copy of Risk Management Assessment for annual review and adoption. Clerk advised the Personal Accident category had been updated, following discussion with Internal Auditor, Cllr Palmer as part of the annual Accounts review and has been aligned with the Insurance Schedule – this was accepted.  Clerk advised the Asset Register should be reviewed and it was resolved to add this to the March Agenda. The updated document was noted, accepted and formally adopted.  Clerk to add to Parish Council website.
Action – Clerk.

13/26	TRENT VALLEY COLLOBORATION GROUP
a. Clerk advised that Ingestre with Tixall Parish Council will act as hosts for the Spring meeting and a date of 14 April 2026 was agreed. Clerk advised SPCA will attend and it was agreed that representation from SCC Highways was required.  Cllr Mynors agreed to support with this.  Clerk to make the necessary arrangements sand inform required attendees.
Action - Clerk

14/26	 VILLAGE MATTERS
a. Ingestre Community Garden.  Cllr Lees asked if apple/plum trees should be pruned now – Cllr Sindrey confirmed now is the right time and cherry trees should be pruned in the summer. Cllr Lees confirmed that volunteer support will be required to carry out pruning tasks. 
Cllr Mrs Eccleshall provided details of an Action Plan for works to the community garden – see Appendix A.  
· Cllr Sindrey commented on pt 2 of Action Plan that mulch is better at the base of trees, not wildflowers, as this will make weeds harder to control.  Cllr Mrs Eccleshall advised the intention was not to sow wildflowers right up to the base of the trees and will look into mulch, as suggested.  Wildflowers will be seeded in other areas.
· Cllr Mynors advised he may be able to provide some financial support from his Community Fund as referenced at pt 6 -  Cllr Mrs Eccleshall to progress this. 
· Cllr Dr Parrott advised she may be able to provide support with pt. 3. 
· Cllr Mrs Tinniswood suggested signage be purchased saying what the garden is, Cllr Mrs Eccleshall stated this is being considered, if there is sufficient money available. 
· Cllr Mrs Tinniswood advised using Tixall WhatsApp to call for volunteers.  Cllr Mrs Eccleshall to progress.  Clerk to include request for volunteers in next Parish Newsheet and agreed to review article to be drafted by Clerk.
Copy of Action Plan to be added to Parish website, with Minutes of meeting.
Action – Clerk, Cllrs Lees and Mrs Eccleshall

15/26	 CORRESPONDENCE – all of which were noted.
a.  Mayor’s Charity Appeal 2025/26 – Charity Quiz Night, 4.2.2026.  Details available from Clerk.
b. Katharine House Hospice Newsletter – overview of 35-year anniversary. Newsletter provided by email to all Cllrs.
c. Update from Ben Adams – Commissioner for Police, Fire & Rescue and Crime, Government announcement on role of PCCs.  Details provided to all Cllrs via email. 
d. Historic Environment Strategy for Cannock Chase National Landscape. Details provided to all Cllrs with meeting papers, via email.
e. Letter from Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government – Neighbourhood Planning.  Details provided to all Cllrs with meeting papers, via email.
f. Invitation to the Holocaust Memorial Service – 25 January 2026, at Collegiate Church of St Mary, Stafford. Details provided to all Cllrs with meeting papers, via email.
Cllrs Mynors and Karine Aspin left the meeting at 8.50pm

CONFIDENTIAL ITEM – NO PUBLIC/PRESS IN ATTENDANCE

16/26		BUDGET 2026/27
a. Cllrs discussed the DRAFT Budget, as presented by the Clerk, following meeting with Cllrs Mrs Tinniswood and Dr Parrott.  Cllr Lees suggested an increase for Clerks’ mileage from £50.00 to £60.00, which was approved.  This was the only amendment to the DRAFT Budget as presented, therefore, the Budget for 2026/27 was approved.  Cllrs agreed a Precept request of £3575.00 per Parish for 2026/27.  Clerk advised this represented an increase for Ingestre of £0.88p per annum and a reduction of £0.01p per annum, based upon an average Band D property.  This was noted.  Clerk to make Precept request to Stafford Borough Council and include details in the next Parish Newsheet for residents’ information.
Action - Clerk


17/26	 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. Asset Register
b. Ingestre Community Garden
c. Reserves 2026/27


Meeting closed at 9.05pm
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