



MINUTES OF MEETING OF INGESTRE WITH TIXALL PARISH COUNCIL
on Wednesday, 10 September 2025, at 7.30pm in Tixall Village Hall

Present: Cllrs: Malcolm Sindrey (Chairman), Mrs Jane Tinniswood and Keith Palmer representing Tixall.  Cllrs: Mrs Sue Haenelt (Vice Chairman) and David Lees representing Ingestre. 

SBC Cllr Karine Aspin.

Cllr Dr Patricia Parrott arrived at 7.55pm.

69/25	Apologies: Cllr Mrs Judy Eccleshall – holiday.  It was resolved to accept the Apology as received.  Cllr Ms Aspin presented Apologies on behalf of SBC Cllr Mrs F Beatty, which were noted.

70/25	PUBLIC OPEN SESSION: 1 member of the Public attended.  The following matter was raised: Petition, road safety improvements, Tixall, Ingestre to Great Haywood. Cllrs and resident discussed the Petition; it was noted as disappointing that SCC Cllr Mynors was not present.  Petition had been submitted to SCC on 11.8.2025, acknowledgement of receipt has been received, with advice that it will take up to 6 weeks for a response.  Cllrs suggested residents be encouraged to submit their own complaints, as any action will require persistence on the part of residents. Parish Council agreed to provide details of the Petition on the Parish Council website and the next edition of the Parish Newsheet, resident to provide Clerk with a redacted copy.
Cllr Lees enquired if there had been any evidence of Police surveillance in the village, as had been promised – it was noted that none had been seen, and it was resolved the Clerk will follow this matter up.  Resident advised of a nuisance driver who regularly drives through the village and it was resolved the Clerk will bring this to the attention of the Police, to investigate, as the behaviour of this driver is casing a danger within the community. 
Cllrs thanked resident for the excellent Petition that had been compiled and confirmed the support of the Parish Counil for this matter.

Public Session closed at 7.40pm and the resident left the meeting.

71/25	DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
a. Previously declared interest in HS2, by all Cllrs, was noted. 

72/25 	MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9 July 2025 were approved and signed as a correct record.

73/25	MATTERS TO BE UPDATED from previous meetings: None

74/25	COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
a. SCC Cllr Mynors did not attend.
  
75/25	BOROUGH COUNCILLOR REPORT
a. Cllr Ms Aspin advised that the Local Government reorganisation is ongoing and that SCC have just issued their latest communication - See Minute Ref 79/25a below for more details. Following the recent resignation of Angela Rayner, the situation is somewhat in limbo. Business growth grant of £2,000 - £25,000 is available. The government has launched a Post Office consultation; more details can be seen on the government website: Post Office Green paper.  High Sherrif of Staffordshire is promoting a lecture by Sir Trevor Soar on ‘Slavery, the Navy and Modern Slavery’ and is hoping for support/sponsors.  Details available on Parish website. 
Cllr Sindrey raised matter of traffic in Stafford, there are queues everywhere and Stafford will suffer as residents are going out of Stafford to shop, town is dying, there are too many traffic lights.  Cllr Ms Aspin noted these comments and advised that SBC have purchased a number of buildings in the town centre, there are plans to re-build these, but it will take time.

76/25	PLANNING MATTERS
a. No New Planning Applications received, and no Applications have been considered between meetings.
b. SBC’s Consultation on Planning Validation criteria was considered and Cllrs had no comments to make. 

77/25	 CLERKS REPORT
a. Holdiford Road.  It was agreed the Clerk will work with Berkswich Parish Council to explore the implementation of an HGV Order, which will be considered by Berkswich PC in October.  Clerk to keep Council informed.
Action - Clerk
b. Meeting with Sir G Williamson, MP.  Meeting scheduled for Friday, 10 October at 12noon, Cllrs Palmer, Lees and Mrs Tinniswood to attend.  Clerk to bring copies of details previously provided by Cllrs Sindrey and Mrs Tinniswood to the meeting for information and discussion. Clerk confirmed details have already been provided to Sir Williamson.
Action – Clerk and Cllrs
c. Ingestre Community Garden.  Clerk confirmed garden to remain as a community space, which the Parish Council had previously agreed will retain ownership of. See Minute Ref 80/25a below for further information. 
d. Planning course. Cllr Lees confirmed his intention to withdraw from this event, which was noted.  No further action required. 

78/25	 FINANCE
a. NJC 2025 Pay Award for Clerk was noted and accepted.  Payment of arrears owing from 1 April 2025 was approved.

b. The following payments were noted:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	HP Instant Ink
	Monthly printing contract: 16.6.25 – 15.7.25 and 16.7.25 – 15.8.25.  Direct Debit payments.
	£5.41
£5.41
	£1.08
£1.08
	£6.49
£6.49

	Asda
	16 x 2nd class stamps – Debit card purchase
	£13.92
	Nil
	£13.92












b. Accounts outlined below were approved for payment:
	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	Clerks Salary & expenses
	Period 1–31 July 2025, including home working allowance.
Period 1-31 August 2025, including home working allowance and Arrears of pay for the period 1.4.25 – 30.7.25.
	£253.19

£293.14
	Nil
	£253.19

£293.14

	HMRC
	Employer PAYE for the period 6.7.25 – 5.9.25
	£136.40
	Nil
	£136.40



79/25 	LOCAL GOVERNMENT RE-ORGANISATION
a. Clerk advised Council that SCC had just issued their latest proposals, which proposes an East/West split of the county, with 2 councils made up of the following districts: West Staffordshire Unitary: Comprising of the districts of Stafford, South Staffordshire, Newcastle-under-Lyme and Cannock Chase and East Staffordshire Unitary: Comprising of the districts of Tamworth, Stoke-on-Trent, Lichfield, Staffordshire Moorlands and East Staffordshire. It is understood that there will be no consultation on these proposals, however, more details can be found on the SCC website – see link.  Clerk to share details with all Cllrs. www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Your-council-and-democracy/Devolution/Local-government-reorganisation-and-devolution.aspx. 
Action – Clerk

80/25	 VILLAGE MATTERS
a. Ingestre Community garden was discussed.  Cllrs Mrs Haenelt and Lees provided an update: initial suggestion of selling the garden appears to have galvanised the community into action; there is a concern that many Tixall residents are unaware of the community garden, it was agreed the garden is for the benefit of all residents of the Parish; ongoing maintenance should be funded via the Precept; should be used by the whole of the Parish for community events;  Cllr Lees advised some tidying up of the garden had taken place, however, it was felt this commitment will decline in the future and so there is a need to plan events to maintain interest in the garden; fruit in the garden is for all residents to enjoy, rather than it being left to rot; it was noted that the garden needs to be promoted more, in the Newsheet and Parish website.  Meeting arranged for 25.9.25 at the Orangery for further discussion with interested residents.  Matter remains ongoing.
b. Road Safety improvements – see Minute Ref 70/25 above for details.
c. Operating hours at Orangery. It had been brought to the attention of the Clerk that there may have been a change in the operating hours at the Orangery, which the Clerk has investigated. The Orangery were granted a ‘bar’ licence, at the beginning of 2022, which allowed them to serve alcohol and hold events, including live music, indoors and outdoors, during the hours of 9am – midnight, Monday to Sunday.  The correct process for the issuing of this licence was followed. It was noted that the licence does not comply with an amendment to the original Planning permission, granted in 2017, for a change in operating hours to: Mon-Thurs: 9am-10pm, Fri & Sat: 9am-11.30pm and Sunday: 10am-8pm, which was approved in November 2022.  SBC Licensing and Planning work independently of each other and there is no suggestion that a breach of the License terms has occurred.  After due consideration, it was noted that, whilst the situation may appear somewhat confusing, there is little the Parish Council can do in this matter and if there is any direct impact upon the community, then it is for the community to raise any concerns with SBC Enforcement, if there is a suggested breach of the planning conditions OR SBC Environmental Health, as a statutory nuisance.



81/25	 CORRESPONDENCE
a. Letter from Sir Gavin Williamson – funding for Neighbourhood Plans was received and noted.
b. Letter from Barclays Bank – notification of interest rate reduction from 11 November 2025 on business savings accounts was noted.
c. SPCA AGM – 24 November 2025 at Uttoxeter Town Hall was noted.  No comments were made.
d. Mayor’s Charity Appeal 2025/26 – Ladies lunch, 15 October 2025 was noted.  

82/25	 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. Cllrs to provide items to Clerk 


Meeting closed at 8.52pm
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