



MINUTES OF MEETING OF INGESTRE WITH TIXALL PARISH COUNCIL
on Wednesday, 9 July 2025, at 7.30pm in Tixall Village Hall

Present: Cllrs: Malcolm Sindrey (Chairman), Mrs Jane Tinniswood, Dr Patricia Parrott and Keith Palmer representing Tixall.  Cllrs: Mrs Sue Haenelt (Vice Chairman), Mrs Judy Eccleshall and David Lees representing Ingestre.  
SCC Cllr Andrew Mynors and SBC Cllr Karine Aspin.

Cllr Sindrey opened the meeting and welcomed SCC Cllr Andrew Mynors to the meeting, all present introduced themselves to Cllr Mynors.

53/25	Apologies: None

54/25	PUBLIC OPEN SESSION: No public attended.

55/25	DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
a. Previously declared interest in HS2, by all Cllrs, was noted. 

56/25 	MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Council held on 14 May 2025 were approved and signed as a correct record. 
b. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 14 May 2025 were approved and signed as a correct record.

57/25	MATTERS TO BE UPDATED from previous meetings
a. 25/50587/FUL – 1 Brancote Row, Baswich Lane, Stafford.  Sub-division of existing plot to create a building plot for a 3-bedroom detached property adjacent to existing end of terrace property and a new access to the existing property. No comments or objections received. Planning authority informed 20.5.2025.

58/25	COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
a. SCC Cllr Mynors provided the following update:
· Reform has now been in power for 8 weeks, encouraged Cllrs to visit County Buildings, Stafford and SCC website – lots of interesting information.
· Members are looking at HS2; Solar Farms; Food Waste collections (which will be changing); 
· Connecting elderly people – be less lonely;
· Schools – parking by parents, pick up/drop off road closures – trial road closures;
· Potholes – the budget is tight, concern over SEND;
· Re-development of Burton, funding from Central Government;
· Flooding – AI is being used, water flow being monitored;
· Connectivity – affecting farming community, Openreach have been causing issues in Tamworth, re installation of poles;
· Quarries – being looked into.

Cllr Mynors invited questions; 
 
1. Cllr Sindrey raised approach from Amey to potholes, who deal with big ones and close road, then come back and deal with the smaller ones and close the road again – why not deal with all at the same time, with one road closure?
2. Cllr Sindrey referenced Beaconside roadworks, which have been ongoing for far too long with little progress. Town centre is full of empty shops and there are far too many traffic lights.

Cllr Mynors noted the concerns.

3. Cllr Mrs Tinniswood referred to recent road closure in Tixall at the beginning of June 2025, the works caused chaos in the village, there was no communication and residents did not know what roads could/could not be used, signage was unclear.

It was resolved to provide Cllr Mynors with details of this closure, along with examples of impacts, who will look into this matter.  Cllr Mynors commented that the contract management at SCC needs to be sorted out.
Action – Clerk, Cllrs and Cllr Mynors
  
59/25	BOROUGH COUNCILLOR REPORT
a. SBC Cllr Karine Aspin advised SBC will be meeting to discuss the Local Plan next week.  Solar Farm Application at Hanyards has been approved, however, details of when work will start is unknown.  Planning Officers are still working from home, as flexible working remains in place. Enforcement is now working much better, as more staff have been recruited, who are local to the area.
Local Government reorganisation is ongoing.

60/25	PLANNING MATTERS
No New Planning Applications received, and no Applications have been considered between meetings.

61/25	 CLERKS REPORT
a. Internet outage/meeting with Openreach and Sir Gavin Williamson.  Clerk advised this matter is still being followed up with Sir Gavin, who has suggested a representative from the Government Building Digital UK Programme (BDUP) comes along to the meeting, which the Cllrs agreed.
Action - Clerk
b. Phone box adoption – Ingestre. This has now been added to the Parish Councils’ Asset Register and is covered by the Parish Council insurance for a reinstatement value of £3,000. Cllr Lees to display Notice of ownership in phone box, as provided by the Clerk.
Action – Cllr Lees
c. Ingestre Community Garden.  Clerk advised that no response from Stafford Borough Council planning department has been received, which is very disappointing, as the Parish Council still does not know what options are legally available to the Parish Council regarding this land. After discussion, SBC Cllr Ms Aspin agreed to follow this matter up with SBC Cllr Mrs Beatty and the SBC planning officers.  Clerk will provide copies of all email communications that have been sent to SBC planning on this matter.
Action – Clerk and SBC Cllr Ms Aspin
d. Speeding in Tixall. PCSO will arrange for a marked Police vehicle to visit the village, from time to time, which it is hoped will act as a deterrent to drivers.  SCC Cllr Mynors agreed to work with the Parish Council to see what SCC can do to help improve this situation.  Clerk to provide further details to Cllr Mynors.
Action – Clerk and SCC Cllr Mynors
e. Clerk’s pay – May & June.  Clerk advised HMRC has applied Employer NI costs for this payment period, which it is believed has been applied in error.  Clerk will now process payment details to HMRC monthly, effective from 1 July, which it is understood will ensure this does not happen in the future.  Clerk will contact HMRC towards the end of the current tax year, to discuss a refund of the Employer NI.
f. Planning course. Clerk advised this is still being progressed for Cllr Lees.

62/25	 FINANCE
a. The following payments were noted:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	HP Instant Ink
	Monthly printing contract: 16.4.25 – 15.5.25 and 16.5.25 – 15.6.25.  Direct Debit payments.
	£5.41
£5.41
	£1.08
£1.08
	£6.49
£6.49

	AO.Com
	Laptop and software – Debit card purchase
	£518.33
	£103.67
	£622.00

	Bloom & Wild
	Approved expenditure – LG Act, 1972, sect 137. Debit card purchase
	£23.33
	£4.67
	£28.00

	SVS Garden Services
	Grass cutting at Ingestre Community Garden on 6, 19 and 31 May 2025 – cheque no. 100233
	£90.00
	Nil
	£90.00



b. Accounts outlined below were approved for payment:
	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	Clerks Salary & expenses
	Period covered 1 May – 30 June 2025, includes home working allowance for May & June and mileage
	£518.18
	Nil
	£518.18

	HMRC
	Employer NI & PAYE for the period 6.5.25 – 5.7.25
	£158.97
	Nil
	£158.97



c. Increased monthly charges from Instant Ink were considered, Clerk advised of the following: new gross cost = £6.49, VAT = £1.08, net cost = £5.41, which is a net increase of £0.84p per month.  This was approved by all Cllrs.

63/25	SOLAR FARMS
a. Cllr Lees provided an update following his attendance at a meeting arranged by Stowe by Chartley Parish Council – details attached as Appendix A.  Cllr Lees referred Cllrs to the Stowe by Chartley Parish Council website: www.stowe-by-chartley-pc.gov.uk where more details about solar farms is available.  
Cllr Sindlrey thanked Cllr Lees for attending this meeting and providing an update.

64/25 	LOCAL GOVERNMENT RE-ORGANISATION
a. Clerk advised she had recently attended an online briefing delivered by the SPCA, the salient points from the briefing are as follows:
· SOT is a unitary authority, the rest of Staffordshire falls within SCC
· Unitary Councils are the Government’s desired way forward
· Strategic Authorities will be created, with a population of 1.5 million, responsible for transport; housing strategy; skills, health & economy and will have an elected Mayor
· Outline proposals were submitted by SCC & SBC in March 2025
· Parish Councils being encouraged to have a Neighbourhood Plan
· Staffordshire, as a County, is unlikely to be split up
· There will be some disruption; for statutory services this is likely to have less impact, however, for discretionary services the impact could be more protracted.  Whatever model is chosen, will drive level of disruption

The SPCA will be doing what they can to facilitate consultation.  It is important to understand that there will be competition between Councils, and it may be advisable to present thoughts/comments to all Councils to ensure comments are heard. Clerk will continue to update Council as/when required.
Action - Clerk

65/25	PARISH NEWSHEET
a. Clerk advised a request had been received from a resident to receive a paper copy of the Newsheet instead of an electronic copy. After discussion, it was resolved the Clerk will print 4 copies of each edition of the Newsheet; 1 copy to be placed in Parish Churches in Tixall and Ingestre and 1 copy to be placed in each of the village phone kiosks.  Clerk to inform resident accordingly and include an update in the next Newsheet.
Action - Clerk

66/25	 VILLAGE MATTERS
a. Ingestre Community Garden.  See Minute Ref 61/25c above. 
b. Ingestre Orangery.  Cllr Lees attended the Annual meeting of the Orangery and informed the Council that the Orangery is exploring the provision of a ‘Parish residents only’ bar to use/socialise in on certain evenings. Cllrs were concerned about how ‘residents only’ use would be managed.  After discussion, it was resolved the Parish Council will take no action on this matter, unless approached directly by the Orangery.
c. Tixall internet outage in Sept 2024 and meeting with Openreach/Sir Gavin Williamson was discussed. See Minute Ref 61/25a above for more details.
d. Speeding within villages was discussed. See Minute Ref 61/25d above for more details.

67/25	 CORRESPONDENCE
a. SPCA – Reinstate support & funding for community led Neighbourhood Plans.  This was discussed and all Cllrs confirmed their support for this – Clerk to prepare/issue letters of support, as advised by the SPCA.
Action - Clerk
b. Katharine House Hospice – receipt of Care for a cuppa letter was noted.

68/25	 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. Cllrs to provide items to Clerk 


Meeting closed at 8.50pm
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