


MINUTES OF MEETING OF INGESTRE WITH TIXALL PARISH COUNCIL
on Wednesday, 14 May 2025, at 7.30pm in Tixall Village Hall

Present: Cllrs: Malcolm Sindrey (Chairman), Dr Patricia Parrott and Keith Palmer representing Tixall.  Cllrs Mrs Judy Eccleshall and David Lees representing Ingestre.  

38/25	Apologies: Cllr Mrs Jane Tinniswood – on holiday and Vice Chairman Mrs Sue Haenelt - illness.
SBC Cllr Karine Aspin – meeting clash
It was resolved to accept the Apologies as received.

39/25	PUBLIC OPEN SESSION: No public attended.

40/25	DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
a. Previously declared interest in HS2, by all Cllrs, was noted. 

41/25 	MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 12 March 2025 were approved and signed as a correct record.

42/25	MATTERS TO BE UPDATED from previous meetings
a. 25/40126/FUL – Brancote Farm, Tixall.  Variations of Condition 10 (Landscaping Scheme) and Condition 12 (external parking spaces) on Application 20/33189/FUL. Variations were considered and no comments or objections were presented.  Planning Authority were advised on 14.3.2025.
b. 23/38419/FUL – Ingestre Golf Club, Ingestre Park Rd, Ingestre. Proposed development is described as Proposed ground floor extension to the clubhouse providing a new club room.  A Proposed building for a new club fit facility.  Proposed two on-course toilet blocks. Associated external works to provide electric car charging and accessible parking. Cllrs discussed the proposals and did not present any objections, however, concerns were raised over potential light pollution and it was resolved to request the Planning Authority give due consideration to the potential for light pollution, given the rural setting of the Golf Club. Planning Authority were advised on 16.3.2025.
c. 24/25f – Planning for the Future training course.  Matter is ongoing. 

43/25	COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
a. SCC Cllr did not attend.
  
44/25	BOROUGH COUNCILLOR REPORT
a. SBC Cllr did not attend.

45/25	PLANNING MATTERS
To note decision made between meetings in respect of the following Application: 
a. 25/40257/FUL – Hilranton, Holdiford Rd, Tixall. Proposed variation of Condition 2 (plans – position of windows, porch and position of garage) on Application 24/38870/HOU.  Details shared with all Cllrs, via email on 23.3.25 – no comments/objections received and SBC Planning Authority have been advised.

New Planning Applications received and considered:
b.  25/40587/FUL – 1 Brancote Row, Baswich Lane, Baswich, Stafford.  Proposed development is described as sub-division of existing plot to create a building plot for a 3-bed detached property adjacent to existing end of terrace property and a new access to the existing property.  Cllrs discussed the application, Cllr Lees provided further details relating to the application, Cllr Dr Parrott recalled an application being submitted several years ago, which was refused – reasons for refusal were unknown.  Following due consideration, the Cllrs decided no comments or objections were to be submitted.  Clerk to inform SBC Planning Authority accordingly.
Action – Clerk
c. Ingestre Golf Club APPEAL – 23/38420/FUL. Cllr Lees advised Council that the Appeal lodged by the golf club had been considered and the decision was that it was not upheld.

46/25	 CLERKS REPORT
a. Ingestre Orangery. Clerk provided an update following recent response from the Orangery relating to the display of permanent signage/banners, which confirmed the removal of banners and confirmation that notices/banners will only be displayed 1-2 weeks prior to an event taking place. Cllrs confirmed their acceptance of this and it was resolved no further action was necessary.
b. Tixall Internet outage/meeting with Openreach and Sir Gavin Williamson.  Clerk advised this matter is being followed up with Sir Gavin, who confirmed on 25.4.25, that he is continuing to chase Openreach and will provide details of meeting dates as soon as these are known.
Action - Clerk
c. Blockage at river arch, Trent Walk/Trent Lane.  Matter was reported to the Environment Agency on 25.3.25, with a reminder that this had been previously reported in October 2022 and no action had been taken. Report was acknowledged by the Environment Agency on 1.4.2025 – no further update is available. The position was noted and it was agreed the matter was now in the hands of the Environment Agency to progress. 
d. Phone box adoption – Ingestre. This has now been completed and telephony removed by BT.  Cllrs agreed it was now appropriate to identify what the phone box should be used for, a Book Swop was suggested and it was resolved to include an article in the next Parish Newsheet asking residents for suggestions, making it clear that options were limited as the phone box was listed.  Clerk advised Cllrs this is now an asset belonging to the Parish Council, the Asset Register has been updated and the insurance company have been advised. 
Action – Clerk
e. Ingestre Community Garden.  Clerk advised that despite a number of attempts to secure a response from Stafford Borough Council planning department to establish what options are legally available to the Parish Council regarding this land, to date no response has been received. Matter has been brought to the attention of the Stafford Borough Cllr for assistance in this matter – awaiting a reply.  Clerk will continue to follow this matter up on behalf of the Parish Council. See Minute Ref 50/25a below for further details.
Action – Clerk

47/25	 FINANCE
a. The following payments were noted:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	HP Instant Ink
	Monthly printing contract: 16.2.25 – 15.3.25 and 16.3.25 – 15.4.25.  Direct Debit payments.
	£4.57
£4.57
	£0.92
£0.92
	£5.49
£5.49








b. Accounts outlined below were approved for payment:
	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	Clerks Salary & expenses
	Period covered 1 – 30 April 2025, includes home working allowance, mileage
	£274.34
	Nil
	£274.34

	HMRC
	PAYE for the period 6.4.25 – 5.5.25
	£63.20
	Nil
	£63.20

	Staffordshire Parish Councils Association
	Annual subscription 2025/26
	£167.36
	Nil
	£167.36

	SVS Garden Services
	Garden services for Ingestre community garden: 10.3 & 25.3 and 8.4 & 22.4.2025 (4 cuts)
	£120.00
	Nil
	£120.00

	Zurich Municipal
	Annual Insurance cover 2025/26
	£266.00
	Nil
	£266.00

	Mrs K Squires
	Internal Audit fee 2024/25
	£152.60
	Nil
	£152.60

	Mrs S Sindrey
	Annual Parish meeting expenses
	£90.00
	Nil
	£90.00



c. Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2024/25:
Clerk presented the following details for consideration, review and approval:
i. After due consideration, Council agreed to confirm its agreement to declare itself exempt from External Audit Review.
ii. Bank Reconciliation, as at 31.3.2025, was received, reviewed and approved. 
iii. Annual Governance Statement 2024/25 was completed and approved.
iv. Accounting Statements 2024/25 were approved and signed.
v. The Period of Public Rights: 3.6.25 – 14.7.25, was accepted and approved.
vi. Reports from Internal Auditor were received, reviewed and noted.
vii. The appointment of the Internal Auditor for 2025/26 was approved.
Action – Clerk

48/25	ELECTION OF VILLAGE HALL TRUSTEES
a. Cllrs agreed to the appointment of Mrs N Woodhouse for a further 4 years.  Appointment to be reviewed in April 2029.
Action – Clerk and Cllrs

49/25 	VILLAGE MILEPOSTS
a. This matter was discussed and Cllr Palmer confirmed that there are no mileposts in either Ingestre or Tixall, which was accepted by Cllrs present. Clerk to inform Berkswich Parish Council accordingly.
Action - Clerk

50/25	 VILLAGE MATTERS
a.  Chairman thanked Cllr Mrs Eccleshall for her hard work and excellent presentation at the community meeting, held on 3.4.25, for Ingestre Community Garden. It was encouraging to see so many residents in attendance.  Following much discussion on this matter, it was resolved that the preferred position of the Parish Council was that the Community Garden remain within the ownership of the Parish Council.  Future upkeep and maintenance of the garden is to be agreed, for which community volunteers will be required.  Cllr Mrs Eccleshall expressed her willingness to follow this up, with both Ingestre and Tixall residents, as the garden is available for all residents of the Parish to use.  Clerk to include article in next Parish Newsheet, asking for volunteers.  It was resolved to terminate the current grass maintenance contract with SVS Garden Services at the end of May, which the Clerk will facilitate.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Eccleshall


51/25	 CORRESPONDENCE
a. Thank you letter from Kartharine House Hospice following donation. This was noted.
b. Invitation to Shakespeare Gala Performance of Hamlet on 26 June 2025.  This was noted.
c. Invitation from South Staffordshire Golf Club – Golf Day, 10 July 2025.  This was noted.

52/25	 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. Cllrs to provide items to Clerk 


Meeting closed at 9.00pm
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