


MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF INGESTRE WITH TIXALL PARISH COUNCIL
on Wednesday, 9 April 2025, at 7.30pm, in Tixall Village Hall

Present: Cllrs: Mr Malcolm Sindrey (Chairman), Dr Tric Parrott, Mrs Jane Tinniswood and Mr Keith Palmer representing Tixall.  Mrs Judy Eccleshall and Mr David Lees representing Ingestre.

Chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm and welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Apologies were noted as received: Vice Chairman Mrs Sue Haenelt, who was unable to attend due to illness. 

6 members of the public attended the meeting.  

1. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 10 April 2024 were approved as a correct record.

2. Chairman delivered his Annual Report – which is attached as Appendix A. The Finance Report, as prepared by the Clerk/RFO was made available – attached as Appendix B. Clerk advised that at the time of the meeting, the Finance Report was unaudited.

3. Cllr Palmer delivered the Tixall Village Hall Annual Report – which is attached as Appendix C.

4. Chairman read Report for Tixall Church, as provided by Nicholas Bostock, Treasurer – attached as Appendix D.

5. No Report was available for Ingestre Church.
There were no questions raised on the above items.

Guest Speakers 
6. Chairman introduced our first Guest Speaker – Bill Waller, Biodiversity and Ecology Officer, from Stafford Borough Council.
Bill delivered an interesting talk on the work that is being delivered by SBC Officers to improve biodiversity across the Borough.
Bill provided some photos of the work that SBC has been doing and these can be seen at Appendix E.  
If the Parish was interested in identifying a piece of land for the creation of a wildflower meadow, SBC can offer advice and support regarding suitability of the land and flowers to plant. 
After further discussion, Bill and residents recognised that there is still some way to go and that everyone is doing the best they can to help protect our endangered species and plants/flowers.
Chairman thanked Bill for attending and delivering an informative presentation. 
7. Chairman introduced Helen Royall and Hayley Mival, from Shugborough.
Helen and Hayley delivered an update on the ongoing works at Shugborough that include: the new entrance off the A513, the works to the Walled Garden, the Visitors Centre, café, car parking and accessibility. 
More details on the above can be found by visiting the Shugborough website: 
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/shropshire-staffordshire/shugborough-estate
An invitation was extended to the Parish Council to visit the estate, later in the year, to see the ongoing works first hand, to which the Cllrs expressed their thanks.
Chairman thanked Helen and Hayley for attending and delivering such an informative presentation. 

OPEN FORUM

Chairman invited questions from residents:

a. The number of upcoming weddings at The Orangery was raised, resident advised that between now and September, 16 weddings are scheduled to take place.  
Does the Parish Council know if there are any restrictions placed on The Orangery regarding the number of events that can take place each year?  The Orangery has now become a commercial venture and the volume of traffic has increased and the rural roads are not appropriate for the volume of traffic that is now using them. 

Cllr Mrs Eccleshall responded to say that she thought it was originally 6 weddings per year, but this may well have changed.  
Chairman advised that the Parish Council had recently written to The Orangery regarding the display of signage, which now appears to have become permanent, which is contrary to the accepted protocol of the display of temporary signage only, for which we are waiting to receive a reply
. 
Action - It was agreed the Parish Clerk will follow up the matter regarding any restriction of number of events with SBC and provide an update to residents, either via the Parish Newsheet or via personal email.

b. Is there any update on the installation of fibre for Tixall?

Chairman responded to say that the Parish Council had followed this up with Openreach, whose lack of response was shocking.  The matter was raised with SCC, who pointed us back to Openreach, so an approach was made to our MP – Sir Gavin Williamson.  The Parish Council met with Sir Gavin in January 2025 and a meeting had been arranged with Sir Gavin, Openreach and the Parish Council in March, but unfortunately this had to be cancelled due to the unavailability of Openreach.  We are currently in the process of re-arranging this meeting.

However, it is important to note that despite the support of Sir Gavin and the upcoming meeting with Openreach, it is highly unlikely that the installation of fibre to the village will happen at an earlier date than planned. 

Resident commented that for those living on Holdiford Rd, the internet connection is shocking as they missed being connected earlier and do not want to miss out again. 
This was noted. 


Chairman thanked everyone for attending and for bringing matters to the attention of the Parish Council.

The meeting was closed at 8.53pm

Refreshments were enjoyed by attendees.
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