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Ingestre with Tixall Parish Council - Chairmans Annual Report 
2024-25

For the Parish Council during 2024-25 it has, in the main, been business as usual. 

In May 2023, the Parish Council was involved in the controversial topic of Rights of Way within the Parish and, unfortunately, this matter had not been concluded as we started the new year of 2024-25.  We will end this current year, in the same position. 

To the very best of our knowledge, the matter remains with Staffordshire County Councils (SCC) Legal Department and nothing has been updated on the Definitive Map.  The Parish Council does have the right to appeal the decision taken by SCC, which we will do so, if it is deemed appropriate.

As the Phase 2a stretch of HS2 was cancelled, there has been little recent activity/communication.  We are aware that some parishioners are yet to receive compensation owed and, we believe, that this matter is being followed up by Sir Gavin Williamson on behalf of those affected.  

Any information that has been received, has been added to the Parish website: www.ingestrewithtixallparishcouncil.co.uk
and included in the Parish Newsheet ** 

**Any residents who wish to receive an electronic copy of the Parish Newsheet, please provide your email address to one of your Cllrs or our Parish Clerk. 

The Parish Council normally meets 6 times during the year, in addition to the Annual Parish meeting that usually takes place in April.  However, during this year, we had 2 extra meetings, one was to deal with the Audit processes required for 2023-24 and the other one was the important matter of the Tixall internet outrage that occurred in September 2024 – an update on this is shown below.

The Parish Council has continued to deliver its services to you and below is an outline of the things we have been working on (and in some cases will continue to work on) during the year:

· The traffic solution put in place, during 2023-24 along Holdiford Road, has caused some frustrations, as drivers choose not to adhere to the signals.  SCC were monitoring traffic flow and adjusted the sequencing of the lights to improve this and, hopefully this will address drivers’ frustrations.  Apart from the occasional flare up, the lights now appear to be working well and traffic is flowing better.  Unfortunately, due to the works along the A34, the true impact of the lights cannot be fully known until these roadworks have been completed.  There is still a way to go and we hope to see the full benefits of this in the future. 
· We have continued to raise the matter of speeding of traffic along Ingestre Park Road, however, as the speed limit is 60mph our options, to help make this safer for residents and motorists, are limited. 
· Ingestre Community Garden has been a topic of discussion during the year, as funds to maintain the garden will soon disappear. Discussions for the future of the garden are ongoing.
· The Golf Club planning application received during the year has caused some controversy.  Despite receiving a presentation from the Golf Club in September 2023, the Planning Application received by the Parish Council for review, was not the same as the presentation, in the Cllrs opinion. As a result, several concerns were presented to the Planning Authority, which covered: visual impact and aesthetics; noise and disturbance; lighting; security. The Application was subsequently refused by the Planning Authority and is now under Appeal.  The Parish Council will continue to monitor this application. 
· During the summer of 2024, there was some minor disturbance from events taking place at the Orangery and the Parish Council has recently reminded the Orangery of their responsibility to their own Management Plan to address noise concerns.
· Road signs in Tixall have been raised with SCC and it is helpful to note that some have been repaired/replaced, which it is hoped will inform motorists of the speed limit through the village, as this has not always been clear for motorists.  In March 2025, the Polce attended a Parish meeting and the Cllrs raised the matter of speeding with the Officer, who agreed to explore the deployment of PCSO’s with speed monitoring equipment to the village, to act as a deterrent.  The Police will visit the village, as/when they can, in a marked vehicle, again as a deterrent to speeding motorists.
· Speeding/road safety in the Parish was discussed with SCC in November 2024, when several residents joined our Parish meeting, as we had invited representatives from SCC highways team to come along and listen to residents’ concerns. At this meeting, SCC agreed to a feasibility study, which was supported by our SCC Cllr John Francis, however, we were advised this will take between 12-18 mths to action.  We will continue to monitor this.
· Tixall internet.  Service was lost in September 2024 and caused major disruption to the village as a result, affecting those working from home and increasing vulnerability of elderly residents, who were reliant on landline services in emergencies. The response received from BT/Openreach was shocking, to say the least.  Many residents complained.  The Parish Council raised the matter with Openreach and got no response.  We approached SCC, who directed us back to Openreach and eventually we approached our MP, Sir Gavin Williamson, whom the Cllrs met in January 2025.  Sir Gavin was very helpful, he issued a Press Release on the matter and approached Openreach on our behalf.  A meeting had been arranged to take place on 21 March, between the Cllrs, Sir Gavin and Openreach.  Unfortunately, this had to be cancelled.  We are now looking to secure a new date and we will provide an update, via the Parish Newsheet and website, once the meeting has taken place.   

I wish to acknowledge the work of my fellow Parish Councillors, as well as our County Councillor – John Francis and our Borough Councillors – Frances Beatty and Karine Aspin for all their support.
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