


MINUTES OF MEETING OF INGESTRE WITH TIXALL PARISH COUNCIL
on Wednesday, 12 March 2025, at 7.30pm in Tixall Village Hall

Present: Cllrs: Malcolm Sindrey (Chairman), Mrs Jane Tinniswood, Dr Patricia Parrott and Keith Palmer representing Tixall.  Cllrs Mrs Judy Eccleshall and David Lees representing Ingestre.  

16/25	Apologies: SBC Cllr Ms Karine Aspin – personal reasons.  Cllr Mrs Sue Haenelt – illness. It was resolved to accept the Apologies as received. 

17/25	PUBLIC OPEN SESSION
Police Officer Gareth Higgins, who covers Ingestre/Tixall as well as Eccleshall and Gnosall, joined the meeting at 7.40pm and presented crime figures for the Parish. Officers Emma Fry and Rebecca Mulholland also cover Ingestre/Tixall.  Cllrs reviewed the crime figures and it was noted there are no Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) concerns, there has been some recent rural crime.  Speeding through the village of Tixall was discussed and it was agreed the Police will periodically visit the village, in a marked car, as a deterrent to speeding drivers, also Officer Higgins will explore if PCSO’s can visit with speed camera equipment, as a further deterrent. Cllr Dr Parrott queried why poaching does not appear on the crime figures, which Officer Higgins agreed to follow up with the Rural Crime Officer and advised Cllrs to report such incidents, if a crime is in progress, using 999 or report online, if not, which will be quicker. Officer Higgins advised he may be available to attend the Annual Parish meeting on 9.4.25, Clerk to confirm details.  Chairman thanked Officer Higgins for his attendance and he left the meeting at 8.05pm.
Action - Clerk

18/25	DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
a. Previously declared interest in HS2, by all Cllrs, was noted.  Cllr Sindrey declared an interest in item covered under Minute Ref 23/25c below and took no part in the discussions on this item.

19/25 	MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8 January 2025 were approved and signed as a correct record.

20/25	MATTERS TO BE UPDATED from previous meetings
a. 98/24b – SBC Planning Officers working from home. Matter was followed up by SBC Cllr Ms Aspin, who has received the following response from the Head of Economic Development & Planning Economic Prosperity: Officers from Development Management are currently working according to the Council’s hybrid working policy. They spend a proportion of their working week working at home and are required to come into the office a minimum of 1 day a week, with some officers working in the office more than this, depending on service needs and demand.  The Hybrid working policy is currently being reviewed and a report is due to be presented at Leadership team in the next few weeks.  Also, the Development Management service is also currently subject to an external independent review, with this work set to be completed during February.  The outcome of this review will be an improvement plan for the service, and this will look at processes, structures, systems, culture and working practices.

21/25	COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
a. No update provided; Cllr Francis did not attend the meeting. 
  

22/25	BOROUGH COUNCILLOR REPORT
a. Clerk presented an update on behalf of Cllr Ms Aspin, as follows: there is a lot going on at SBC in terms of devolution; there are different proposals by different authorities in Staffordshire currently and a full Council meeting is taking place on 18.3.25. The Government deadline for interim proposals from authorities is 21.3.25.  More details will follow as the proposals develop. 

23/25	PLANNING MATTERS
To note decisions made between meetings in respect of the following Application: 
a. Appeal 23/38420/FUL – Ingestre Golf Club. Appeal submitted on 5.2.2025, to be considered by Secretary of State, following refusal of Planning permission by Stafford Borough Council. Following comment was submitted to the Planning Inspectorate, on 4.3.25: Previous comments submitted by the Parish Council, via email to Stafford Borough Council Planning Authority, on 20.6.2024 remain unchanged. However, having reviewed the Appeal documentation submitted by Ingestre Golf Club, the Parish Council is concerned that, it would appear, that certain issues that had been raised by the Planning Authority and were presented as grounds for refusal of the Application, do not appear to have been addressed by the Golf Club in their Appeal submission, in particular: ‘creating an urbanising feature’, screening issues and storage site facilities. The Parish Council, therefore, trusts that the Planning Inspectorate will ensure these matters are given appropriate scrutiny before making its final decision.
b. 24/40007/TCA – Ingestre Conservation Area. 1 Lion Lodge, Ingestre Park Rd, Ingestre. 
Oak (0018): reduce lateral limb away from building by 3m.  Ash (0019): fell. Oak (0016): crown lift all around to 2.5m, chip waste in woodland.  No comments or objections received; SBC Planning Authority were advised on 3.2.2025.

New Planning Applications received. 
c. 25/40126/FUL – Brancote Farm, Tixall. Variations of Condition 10 (Landscaping Scheme) and Condition 12 (external parking spaces) on Application 20/33189/FUL. Variations were considered and no comments or objections were presented.  Clerk to inform SBC Planning Authority accordingly.
Action - Clerk
d. 23/38419/FUL – Ingestre Golf Club, Ingestre Park Rd, Ingestre. Proposed development is described as Proposed ground floor extension to the clubhouse providing a new club room.  A Proposed building for a new club fit facility.  Proposed two on-course toilet blocks. Associated external works to provide electric car charging and accessible parking. Cllrs discussed the proposals and did not present any objections, however, concerns were raised over potential light pollution and it was resolved to request the Planning Authority give due consideration to the potential for light pollution, given the rural setting of the Golf Club.
Action - Clerk

24/25	 CLERKS REPORT
a. Cessation of email address used by Parish Clerk, by SCC.  SCC have advised that they will be withdrawing the email service currently used by the Parish Clerk from May 2026.  They have confirmed they will offer a forwarding service, at no cost, to a new email address that will need to be set up. The forwarding service will cease on 31 May 2026. Ideally this needs to be progressed no later than the summer 2025, to allow for maximum benefit from forwarding service. It was resolved that this matter will be explored by the Clerk with Parish Online and costs to be obtained for further consideration by full Council. 
b. Clerk advised Parish Councils are being encouraged to move to a gov.uk domain for their websites – this is not mandatory, but is being recommended by the external Auditors for the Parish Council sector and this is being supported by our internal Auditor. See Minute Ref 25/25g below for more details. 

c. Local Government reorganisation/Devolution is happening – see Minute Ref 22/25a above.  The SPCA, SCC and SBC will be providing further updates on this, which will be circulated to all Cllrs. This will affect Parish Councils and we need to be aware of all that is happening. 
Action – Clerk
d. Ingestre Phone Box adoption – request to adopt has been accepted by BT and SBC.  Contract from BT has been received, which was reviewed by all Cllrs, approved and signed by Cllr Sindrey, on behalf of the Parish Council.  Cost of adoption is £1.00. Clerk to progress the adoption with BT and keep Cllrs informed of progress.  Preferred use of Phone Box was for a Book Swop.
Action – Clerk
e. TVCG meetings.  It was resolved that attendance at these meetings will be on a rota basis.  Clerk to inform Cllrs when meetings are scheduled and attendance can be agreed. 
Action – Clerk
f. Clerk reminded Council that the Government has revised the National Planning Policy Framework.  NALC is currently examining the implications for Parish Councils; further information will be made available in due course. An online event is being ran by NALC in October: Planning for the Future: Navigating the new planning framework. Cllr Lees agreed to attend on behalf of the Parish Council, which was approved.  Clerk will book a place – event date is 29.10.2025, cost is £35.00.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Lees

25/25	 FINANCE
a. The following payments were noted:
	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	HP Instant Ink
	Monthly printing contract: 16.12.24 – 15.1.25 and 16.1.25 – 15.2.25.  Direct Debit payments.
	£4.57
£4.57
	£0.92
£0.92
	£5.49
£5.49

	Parish Online
	Annual subscription – Direct Debit
	£30.00
	£6.00
	£36.00



b. Accounts outlined below were approved for payment:
	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	Clerks Salary & expenses
	Period covered 1 Jan – 28 Feb 2025, includes home working allowance, mileage
	£517.20
	Nil
	£517.20

	HMRC
	PAYE for the period 6.1.25 – 5.4.25
	£189.80
	Nil
	£189.80

	Staffs County Council
	Annual website fee
	£132.95
	Nil
	£132.95

	Stafford Borough Council
	Civic Amenity visits - 2025
	£393.33
	£78.67
	£472.00

	Ingestre PCC
	Ingestre Church donation – approved 12.3.2025
	£500.00
	Nil
	£500.00

	Tixall PCC
	Tixall Church donation – approved 12.3.2025
	£192.00
	Nil
	£192.00

	Katharine House Hospice
	Donation approved – 8.1.2025 (joint donation with Brocton PC for purchase of Lock Box at a cost of £114.00) 
	£44.00
	Nil
	£44.00

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount 
	VAT
	Total Paid

	Clerks Salary & expenses
	Period covered 1 – 31 March 2025, including home working allowance
	£253.19
	Nil
	£253.19



c. Clerk presented details of 2024-25 expenditure against budget, which were noted and accepted.
d. Clerk presented Bank Reconciliation up to 12.3.2025, which was accepted and approved. 
e. Clerk presented details of Ear Marked Reserves for 2025/26, which were accepted and approved. 
f. Letter from independent Internal Auditor was received and noted.
g. See Minute Ref 24/25b above. Purchase of a new Parish Council laptop was approved, with appropriate software – it was resolved this will be progressed by the Clerk, with details being presented to full Council at a future meeting, with costs, to be agreed.  Clerk to liaise with Parish Online and obtain full cost details of a new gov.uk website, domain, emails, etc.  Full details to be presented to full Council for agreement and approval.
Action - Clerk

26/25	ANNUAL PARISH MEETING – 9.4.2025
a. Attendees confirmed as follows: representatives from SBC’s Environment team to deliver a presentation on bee friendly strategies; Shugborough to provide an update on the latest works taking place and a Police representative.  Agenda for the evening was discussed and agreed. Cllrs to circulate details of meeting to residents.  Clerk to prepare relevant Reports, Cllr Palmer to provide an update on the village hall, Reports from Churches have been requested.  It was resolved that Cllr Sindrey will arrange refreshments for the evening, which was approved. 
Action – Clerk and Cllrs 

27/25 	COMMUNICATION
a. Clerk raised matter of communication between Cllrs and Clerk and after discussion, it was resolved that all email communications will be shared with all Cllrs and Clerk, to ensure everyone is kept fully informed. 
Action – Clerk and Cllrs

28/25	 VILLAGE MATTERS
a. Cllr Mrs Eccleshall raised matter of clogged up arch on river bridge near Trent Walk/Trent Lane and provided photos. Cllr Mrs Eccleshall advised she has been in contact with the Environment Agency who suggested she contact the lead flood authority, which is SCC – she has tried to follow this up with SCC but no-one seems to be available. Cllrs agreed bridge was in danger of structural damage and matter needed to be addressed. Cllr Lees reminded Council that contact had been made with the Environment Agency in October 2022 (Minute Ref 85/22) regarding this matter.  It was resolved the Clerk will follow this up with SCC and the Environment Agency and request action be taken.
Action - Clerk
b. Cllrs discussed the upcoming meeting with Sir Gavin Williamson; Cllrs Sindrey and Mrs Tinniswood will attend, along with the Clerk.  Cllr Sindrey to provide an historical summary that may be of assistance to Openreach, Clerk to share this with Sir Gavin and Openreach in advance of the meeting. Cllr Mrs Tinniswood to provide Clerk with photos of barriers installed by Openreach at Blithfield for discussion at the meeting. 
Action – Cllrs Sindrey and Mrs Tinniswood, Clerk
c. Cllr Sindrey raised matter of an increase in banners/posters being displayed in village, on behalf of Cllr Mrs Haenelt. Cllr Sindrey advised that the Parish Council did not allow posters/notices/for sale signs to be displayed on a regular basis.  It was noted that at Hoo Mill crossroads there is now a permanent sign for the Orangery – this may be as a result of a change in General Manager.  It was resolved the Clerk will write to the new General Manager and inform/remind them of the agreed practice. Cllrs stated that temporary event advertising is perfectly acceptable. 
Action – Clerk
d. Cllr Mrs Eccleshall provided an update on the community meeting that has been arranged for 3.4.25 at the Orangery to discuss the future of Ingestre community garden. Invites will shortly be delivered around both villages, which Cllr Mrs Eccleshall will arrange and Cllr Lees offered his support.  Chairman stated that the Parish Council was free to sell the community garden.  Clerk advised the Council that it was important to note that despite what the community may want, the final decision about what happens to the community garden is for the Parish Council to make who are the owners of it and therefore, it is important to manage expectations and not agree to any action that may not be possible.  

29/25	 CORRESPONDENCE
a. Mayor’s Charity Appeal 2024-25.  HOLD the date: 9 May 2025, food and entertainment, more details to follow.  This was noted.
b. Mayor’s Charity Appeal 2024-25. Race Night, 4 April 2025.  This was noted.

30/25	 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. Cllrs to provide items to Clerk 


Meeting closed at 9.45pm
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