
INGESTRE & TIXALL NEWS 
December 2024
INGESTRE WITH TIXALL PARISH COUNCIL

Contents

Pages 2/3 – Parish News, Parish Council meeting dates; details on latest Planning Application 
Pages 3/4 – Community News: Tixall internet outage, Speeding, Ingestre Community Garden 
Pages 4/5 - Village Hall update
Pages 5/7 – Church News; Other News: updates from SCC & SBC, Covid information
Pages 8/9 – Staffs Police updates
Pages 10/11 - Updates on Cannock Chase
Page 12 – Christmas wishes, Parish Council website details 







PARISH NEWS
Reminder: Parish Council Meetings:  meeting dates for 2024/25 are shown below and are also shown on the Parish Council website, where the Meeting Agendas and Minutes can be accessed, www.ingestretixallparishcouncil.co.uk

All meetings will take place on a Wednesday evening, from 7.30pm in Tixall village hall (unless otherwise stated) and you are all welcome to attend. Meeting dates are as follows:

· 8 January 2025 – Parish Council Meeting.
· 12 March 2025 – Parish Council Meeting.

The meeting dates for 2025/26 have now been agreed and are as follows:

· 9 April 2025 – Annual Parish Meeting **
· 14 May 2025 – Annual Meeting of the Council, followed by the Parish Council Meeting
· 9 July 2025 – Parish Council Meeting
· 10 September 2025 – Parish Council Meeting
· 12 November 2025 – Parish Council Meeting
· 7 January 2026 – Parish Council Meeting
· 11 March 2026 – Parish Council Meeting

** We hope to have attendees from SCC’s newly opened Heritage Centre, along with our PCSO and members from SBC’s bee friendly team. 

Parishioners are invited to attend; refreshments and cake will be provided. This is your opportunity to hear what our invited speakers have to say and raise any issues directly with your Parish Cllrs.  

We hope you will be able to join us.

……..

Parish Councillor contact details

Malcolm Sindrey – Chairman.  cllr.sindrey@sindrey.myzen.co.uk
Sue Haenelt – Vice Chairman. cllr.suehaenelt@protonmail.com
David Lees – Councillor. cllr.lees51@gmail.com
Jane Tinniswood – Councillor. cllr.tinniswood@gmail.com
Tric Parrott – Councillor. cllr.parrott@gmail.com
Keith Palmer – Councillor. cllr.palmer@outlook.com
Judy Eccleshall – Councillor. cllr.eccleshall34@outlook.com

Please use the above email addresses if you wish to contact your Parish Cllrs for Parish Council matters.

……







Planning Information and Applications:

For your information, the Parish Council has been informed/consulted on the following Planning Application since September 2024:

· 23/38382/FUL – Brancote Farm, Tixall Rd, Tixall

If parishioners wish to view/comment on any Planning Applications then you can visit the Public Planning access site at Stafford Borough Council, link below:

https://www.staffordbc.gov.uk/planning-public-access

[bookmark: _Hlk50968441]…….

Community News

Recent internet outage within Tixall/Speeding within the Parish
On 29 October, the Parish Council held an extraordinary meeting and invited residents to attend and share their concerns about the internet outage in Tixall. 11 residents attended the meeting.  The matter was discussed and the Parish Council agreed to several actions, as did residents.  Reminder: please forward details of your issues/inconveniences suffered to the Clerk, for collation.  This information will help us as we follow this matter up with the relevant parties.  

Resident’s also raised concerns about speeding within the Parish and the Parish Council agreed to invite SCC Highways Officers along to the next Parish meeting, which residents were able to attend.  The Minutes from this meeting can be seen on the Parish website, see link below. 

At the Parish Council meeting, held on 13 November, 3 members of SCC’s Highways team joined us. 9 residents also attended the meeting and raised their concerns with SCC directly.  SCC Officers did acknowledge residents’ concerns and agreed to discuss the possibility of a feasibility study with Cllr Francis. We are keeping our fingers crossed that this study will be undertaken, which, we understand, has the support of Cllr Francis. It is important to be aware that, should such a study be agreed, SCC have advised that this will take between 12-18 months to organise.  Therefore, the current situation will continue and so, the Parish Council will continue to look at what it can do to help address the issues that are of significant concern to residents.  The Minutes from these meetings are available on the Parish Council website, link is below.

https://ingestrewithtixallparishcouncil.co.uk/meetings/past-meetings/

Parish Cllrs are due to meet with our MP, Sir Gavin Williamson in January 2025 to discuss the above and to see what support we can gain from him.

Local Transport Plan update
Cllr Lees attended a meeting with SCC in September and more details about this can be found by accessing the Parish Council website and reviewing the Minutes and relevant Appendices.  Here is the link to the website:  https://ingestrewithtixallparishcouncil.co.uk/meetings/past-meetings/




Ingestre Community Garden
The Cllrs are continuing to discuss the Community Garden and are concerned that it is not being used.  There is a considerable amount of rotting fruit on the ground, volunteer support is needed to ensure sustainability and maintenance for the upkeep of the garden needs to be established.  It has been agreed to hold a community meeting in the Spring, probably March 2025 and further details will follow, once a date/venue has been agreed. 
If you have an interest in the future of the Community Garden, then please keep an eye out for further details of the meeting.  Come along to share your thoughts, hear what others have to say and help the Parish Council determine the future of the garden, for the benefit of all. 
……….
Village Hall Update
Tixall & Ingestre Village Hall 100-Club update 
The 100-club has had the following draws: 
	Month

	Prize winners

	September
	1st prize of £25 was won by G Tavenor
2nd prize of £10 was won by Jackie M
3rd prize of £5 was won by J Andrews

	October
	1st prize of £25 was won by K Hall
2nd prize of £10 was won by L Enocson
3rd prize of £5 was won by C Hassell

	November 
	1st prize of £25 was won by C Kilgallen
2nd prize of £10 was unsold
3rd prize of £5 was unsold

	December
	1st prize of £25 was won by K Hall
2nd prize of £10 was won by D Palmer
3rd prize of £5 was won by L Wilkinson



To join the 100 Club please contact Nicola Woodhouse,  nicola.woodhouse@btinternet.com or 01785 663262. 
Coffee Mornings & Craft Sales with soup lunch are continuing, held on each 2nd Saturday morning from 10.30am until 12.30pm. Why not take the opportunity to come along, catch up with and meet your neighbours, buy cakes, cushions, cards, jams you can also re-cycle books & jigsaws. 
For general hall enquiries, email tixallingestrevillagehall@gmail.com 
For bookings, please contact Sheila Sindrey if interested on 01785 663767. The Hall can be hired for £10.00 per hour.


Events at the Village Hall
0n 30 November, a Christmas Quiz was hosted, with a buffet supper and all proceeds raised were donated to Tixall Church.  Sadly, this event was not well supported from residents within the village and was only able to proceed with support coming from outside of the village. 
 An impressive £300.00 was raised for the Church, which is great, however, it is rather disappointing that residents did not support the event.  Both Churches within the Parish can only survive with financial support and everyone needs to do their bit to help and by supporting local events, everyone can benefit and enjoy the lovely Churches we are fortunate to have within the Parish.  If you have any ideas for a local event, please let our Clerk know as we are happy to explore any suggestions. Please support your local Churches.
Coffee Mornings & Craft Sales. Support for these events is falling from residents and if things do not improve, then these may have to be cancelled, as stallholders are reluctant to attend, if there are no/little customers.  Please do what you can to spread the word about these events and encourage all to attend, as it would be such a shame if they did have to cease. Thank you, your support is needed and appreciated.     
Church News
Details of Church Services in Ingestre and Tixall from September 2024:
Services in Ingestre – St Mary the Virgin Services:
· 18 December, Ingestre Carol service
· 24 December, Ingestre Christmas Holy Communion, at 11.30pm
Services in Tixall, as follows:
· 15 December, Tixall Carol service in Tixall Village Hall, from 6pm
· 25 December, Tixall Christmas Holy Communion, in St John the Baptist Church, at 9am
Services at St John’s Church, Bedford Avenue, Stafford, as follows: 
 29 December at 9.30am - Holy Communion


For more information contact the Church office 01785 253493


Other News

Information from Staffs County Council

The Staffordshire History Centre, which opened to the public on 6 November, is set to become a must-visit destination for history lovers, families, and curious minds alike.
Located in the heart of Stafford in Eastgate Street, this new FREE TO VISIT heritage attraction will bring over 1,000 years of Staffordshire’s rich history to life, with something for everyone to enjoy.
What to Expect:
· Explore Our Fascinating Collections: The new centre combines collections from the Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent Archive Service, the County Museum, and the William Salt Library, making it a treasure trove of artefacts and stories. Whether you’re passionate about local history or just want to discover something new, there’s plenty to explore.
 
· A New Visitor Experience: The beautifully restored William Salt Library building, along with the modern extension, creates an inspiring space where history and innovation meet. The new exhibition space will feature changing displays, allowing visitors to discover new stories from Staffordshire’s past on every visit.
 
· Family-Friendly Activities: We’ve made sure the Staffordshire History Centre offers something for everyone, including younger visitors! Expect exciting activities, interactive exhibits, and school holiday events that will bring history to life for families.
 
· Research and Learn: The remodelled research room is perfect for local historians, genealogists, and anyone interested in exploring Staffordshire’s archives. Whether you’re tracing your family tree or diving into academic research, the centre will provide the resources you need.

Opening Details:
The Staffordshire History Centre opened to the public on Wednesday 6th November. 
Our regular opening hours will then be Tuesday to Saturday, 10am to 4pm, giving you plenty of time to plan your visit.  It is FREE TO VISIT
Keep an eye out for more details on our opening month activities, including special events, exhibitions, and family programmes.
November and December are set to be packed with exciting opportunities to discover Staffordshire’s history.
PLUS The research room is now open for bookings
Full details, and more about the history centre project at www.staffordshirehistory.org.uk 
We look forward to welcoming you through our doors very soon!
……


Information from Stafford Borough Council

Stafford Railway Station improvements to get underway

Work is to begin in January to improve the approach and entrance to Stafford Railway Station.
It will include refurbishment of the concourse, new street furniture, increased disabled parking close to the station, road resurfacing and a larger relocated public short-stay car park.  
The scheme will also improve access for people with disabilities and is part of the wider transformation of the town centre - which has seen the £1 million revamp of Market Square, and work to begin soon on demolishing the Guildhall Shopping Centre and derelict former Co-op department store.
Stafford Borough Council successfully secured money from the government for the town centre transformation projects.
The station is the gateway to Stafford town and sits adjacent to Victoria Park which has retained national recognition this year as one of the best parks and open spaces in the UK.
Councillor Rob Kenney, Deputy Leader of the council with responsibility for town centres, said the railway station was often the first impression visitors to the county town would experience.
“It will be great to see this work underway as it is another piece in our jigsaw of transforming the town. First impressions really do count. Visitors and rail users will exit onto an enhanced concourse with the award-winning Victoria Park on the doorstep - which underwent a £2.5m restoration not so long ago. This will be a fantastic advert for the town.”
Council Leader, Aidan Godfrey, added: “We are excited about ‘Project Stafford’, and we hope residents and businesses will be as positive for the future as we start delivering the scheme at the railway station and work begins on preparing the Guildhall Shopping Centre and former Co-op to attract developers and bring more investment into the town centre.”
The main entrance to the Guildhall Shopping Centre sits at the foot of the refurbished Market Square in the heart of the town and adjacent to the former Co-op - with the council looking at a mix of residential and commercial offer for both.
Buildings on the eastern frontage along Greengate Street and the existing and occupied buildings at Market Square are to be retained - as will the commercial units along Crabbery Street and fronting St Mary’s Grove. The Co-op frontage will also be retained.
The award-winning civil engineering company, McPhillips (Wellington) Limited, will be undertaking the station approach scheme with work expected to start immediately after the Christmas period.
……

Christmas free parking for Stafford and Stone

Free parking in Stafford and Stone gets underway on Saturday (7 December) after councillors gave it the green light.
Motorists will be able to park for free on the three Saturdays in the run up to Christmas following the decision at a meeting on Tuesday night (3rd).  
A motion to waive the charges on Stafford Borough Council car parks was unanimously backed in a move aimed at encouraging more people into the town centres to boost local businesses during the festive season.
The free car parking period would run throughout the day from this weekend – Saturday 7 December – and on the following two weeks – 14th and 21st – and would apply to all borough council managed car parks in the town centres – except the Riverside and Waterfront car parks in Stafford.
……


Covid targeted vaccination clinics

Please find the press and partners pack, included with the Newsheet, from Staffs County Council regarding their Flu and Covid vaccination information over the next few months. The below link also details all the walk-in Covid vaccination clinics across the county, their times/dates and eligibility. 
Walk-in Covid-19 Vaccination Clinics in Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent - Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent, ICS


Staffordshire Smart Alert, Staffordshire Police

	[image: ]
	 


A new dedicated team who specialise in tackling the most important priorities facing rural communities was launched in Staffordshire, from Monday 21 October.
Around 80 per cent of our force area is considered rural. Staffordshire is home to a number of people, businesses and livelihoods that have different demands to those in urban areas. 
We’re really proud of our rural footprint and we completely recognise the need for specialist resources in this area, which is why we’ve set up a new dedicated proactive team. 
From today, the county proactive and rural team (CPART) will be working proactively to service these demands on a dedicated scale. 
What does this change mean for rural communities? 
· Specialist officers with local experience in tackling crime which impacts those living within rural areas will be working proactively each and every day across Staffordshire to stop offenders and prevent crime 
· We’ll have a better understanding on the needs of rural communities, including agriculture, equine, wildlife and heritage, meaning a better police service across Staffordshire
· Officers can spend more time engaging with rural communities and working with partners to tackle their top priorities, including neighbouring police forces
· Lots of officers outside of the dedicated team have also been given additional training in responding to rural crime, allowing us to respond to these issues more effectively 
Chief Superintendent Emily Clarke, strategic lead for rural crime, said: “Delivering an outstanding police service to communities in Staffordshire will never be a one glove fits all approach. It’s vital that we adapt what we do to ensure we understand the diverse needs of the people we proudly serve on a daily basis, and our rural communities are no different. 
“Rural crime has increased by 8.9 per cent this year, and with it, a cost of more than £1.8-million in stolen items. We know that for many farmers and members of the rural community, their business is also their home, so these types of crimes can have a significant effect on people and families.  
“We’ve put a lot of specialist resources and personnel into this new team because we recognise the importance of understanding people’s priorities, and how we can work more effectively to deliver them.”
“This week also marks the first day of the national rural wildlife crime unit’s week of action. Similar enforcement and community engagement will be taking place locally this week, giving the new team a solid base to begin building and making a real difference to rural communities in Staffordshire.”
Staffordshire Commissioner for Police, Fire & Rescue and Crime, Ben Adams said: “Staffordshire is a largely rural county, and crimes in these areas will always be a priority for me as they can have a significant impact on communities who may already feel isolated. 
“Because of this, the experience for victims of rural crime can be different, and the nature of the crimes themselves may also require a different approach. That’s why I’m delighted that Staffordshire Police have introduced the new county proactive and rural team to offer that specialist level of support to victims. 
“Rural crime is a core part of local policing work, and our rural communities should expect the same levels of service and engagement from officers as those in our towns and cities. I’m looking forward to seeing all of the proactive work officers are now able to do in those communities as the team develops.”

……
Staffordshire Police Update:
More drink and drug drivers in Staffordshire can expect to face the full force of the law as our efforts intensify to crack down on offences on our roads.
From Sunday, 1 December, a month-long intensification effort has been launched to target those responsible as proactively as possible under Operation Limit. Forces across the UK have been carrying out the enforcement since 2022 following statistics that revealed 467 collisions were caused by drink or drug driving in December that year. A total of 422 collisions were caused by drink or driving the following year (2023).
Officers from our new road crime team (RCT) have been working hard each and every day to take proactive action against those putting other people at risk on our roads.  Since they launched in October, the RCT have arrested 125 people suspected of driving offences, seized 276 vehicles, carried out 424 drug and drink driving tests and seized £1.1million-worth of criminal assets.
Throughout December, they’ll be further focusing their attention on those committing two of the fatal four factors across Staffordshire, along with their usual day-to-day operations.
Chief Inspector Scott McGrath, head of the RCT, said: “Those committing any of the fatal four offences on our roads are being relentlessly targeted by our team. We’re dedicated to taking decisive action against those responsible and working as hard as we can to make sure people are safe behind the wheel in Staffordshire.
“Last year, 45 people tragically lost their lives in collisions across the county. One person’s life is far too many, and most of these collisions are either caused by drink or drug driving, using a phone while driving, not wearing a seatbelt and speeding. They’re avoidable and we’re working proactively to make sure we can do everything possible to stop them.
“We’re going to be carrying out high profile enforcement activity using a range of tactics and resources over the next month to stop those responsible.
“Serious injury or deaths caused by collisions are horrific events that can devastate families forever. Drink and drug drivers could be the reason families have one less person at the table on Christmas Day, and we want to prevent that.
Just last week, RCT pulled over the driver of a HGV following concerns over his driving. He blew 103 at the roadside, nearly three times the legal limit, and was taken to custody. 
Recently, the RCT worked alongside National Highways to issue 63 Traffic Offence Reports (TORs) for issues including excess speed, driving without due care and attention, and having no insurance. Officers also dealt with 35 drivers for using mobile phones, detected 28 seatbelt offences, seized three vehicles, and stopped 78 vehicles.
UPDATE: Cannock Chase National Landscape
Upcoming Meeting of Joint Committee
	The next meeting of the Cannock Chase National Landscape Joint Committee is taking place on Monday 9th December at 2.00pm at the Main Conference Room, Staffordshire Wildlife Trust, Wolseley Centre ST17 0WT
The full agenda, papers and further information for the meeting can be viewed on the website.
Members of the public wishing to observe this meeting in person are welcome to do so.  For more details, right click on the link to open the hyperlink:  Upcoming meeting of the Cannock Chase Joint Committee - Cannock Chase
Veteran and Ancient Tree Training
	Ancient and veteran trees are living monuments, that can have immense ecological value through their range of microhabitats, cavities, and decaying wood. To increase our knowledge about their distribution and status on Cannock Chase National Landscape, we held a field-based training day to record trees to the Ancient Tree Inventory (ATI) led by The Woodland Trust. 18 people attended including Chase Through Time volunteers, officers from Staffordshire County Council and Cannock Chase National Landscape.
The ATI is a citizen science project that asks everyone to help us map the locations of special ancient, veteran and notable trees. The aim is to increase our knowledge about their distribution and status, as well as building respect for them. Next steps will be for all the people on the training to start recording trees from the National Landscape to the inventory. We look forward to learning more about our veteran trees. 
If you want to find out more, take a look at some of the information on the Woodland Trust's website.  For more details, right click on the link to open the hyperlink:  
Ancient Tree Inventory - Woodland Trust



£18 million countryside investment
	Residents, visitors and other interested groups are being urged to share their views on the future of two of Staffordshire’s best loved countryside destinations. Engagement activities have begun for Cannock Chase (Marquis Drive) and Chasewater, and online surveys are currently being used as one way of seeking feedback to help shape improvements to the destinations. This engagement is part of an £18 million investment by Staffordshire County Council aimed at enhancing Cannock Chase, Chasewater, and the Staffordshire Way.
This investment aims to make the most of Staffordshire’s environmental treasures and instil pride in the county. Already a vibrant tourist destination, the council hopes this investment will attract even more visitors and boost the local economy.
Long-term plans include redeveloping the Marquis Drive visitor hub at Cannock Chase, upgrading Chasewater’s facilities, and relaunching the 92-mile Staffordshire Way to encourage exploration of the county's natural beauty. Improvements will celebrate Staffordshire’s rich heritage while balancing recreation and nature conservation.
People’s views are key to shaping these plans and Staffordshire County Council is urging people to complete the online surveys which can be found here. Right click on the link to open the hyperlink:   :  Countryside investment - Staffordshire County Council








Cannock Chase Management Plan 2025-2030
	The National Landscape team and partners have been working on the Cannock Chase National Landscape Management Plan 2025-2030. This will be the fifth edition of the Plan and sets out our vision and ambitions for the National Landscape for the next 5 years. The draft plan and online survey will be available from mid December for you to have your say.
We will be taking the initial draft to the next Joint Committee on 9th December and once we have incorporated any amendments it will be ready for public consultation. Please look out for it, share with others and fill in the survey. It will be available on the home page of our website.
More information on previous Management Plans is available on the website.  Right click on the link to open the hyperlink:  AONB Management Plan 2024 - Cannock Chase



Auction bid pays off
	The Friends of Cannock Chase were very lucky to hear about a personal photograph album, up for sale, at a Devon Auction Room. It belonged to one of the Military Surgeons, Harry Compton Parsons, who was in charge of the Great War Military Hospital at Rugeley (Brindley Village) during its last 2-3 years.
The Friends bid for it and now have the find of a lifetime about the local history of this period of Cannock Chase. They are hoping to be able to exhibit some of the images at the Great War Hut over the coming months.



	


Stop, Step back and Smile - watching adders
	Cannock Chase is one of the last remaining strongholds for the adder. Unfortunately, despite the protected nature of the landscape, adders are still vulnerable to disturbance which is likely to affect their ability to thrive in the future. 
If you are lucky enough to spot an adder please try and maintain a distance of at least 4 metres. If you are very still and quiet you may then be able to watch it undetected. Never try to catch or touch an adder, even a very young one, as it will be extremely scared and may respond with a painful bite, which will require urgent medical attention.
If you are walking around the Chase please stay on the paths and do not walk through vegetation looking for wildlife - as you may disturb protected ground nesting birds as well as small mammals and reptiles. Although most adders are currently hibernating they may still bask in the sunshine on milder days.
If you are patient and careful you will have greater success in spotting wildlife.


Volunteers 
	We are currently recruiting for volunteers to join our teams at the Milford Information Hut and at the Great War Hut on Marquis Drive near the Cannock Chase Visitor Centre. If you are a bit of a history buff or you just like meeting new people and have good customer service skills then send an email with your details and telling us what role you are interested in and we will get back to you with more information.  Email: cannockchase@staffordshire.gov.uk






The Parish Council would like to take this opportunity to wish all the residents of Ingestre and Tixall a very happy and peaceful Christmas and New Year.

[image: merry-christmas-pictures-free-i9jzwbsf - The Chace Care Home]

This Christmas, why not Support Katharine House Hospice:
Katharine House Hospice is a charity the Parish Council is keen to support and so we would like to make all residents aware of how you can support your Hospice by registering to have your ‘real’ Christmas tree recycled by the Hospice.  All you need to do is register, donate and your ‘real’ tree will be collected.  Your donation will help fund free care in the local community. 
For full details, visit the Parish Council website, under the News section.  See link to website below.




	


Parish Council website
Please visit the Parish Council website for information of meetings, etc
https://www.ingestrewithtixallparishcouncil.co.uk
If residents have suggestions or ideas for content that would be of interest and value to them, please email your suggestions to the Parish Clerk, clerk@ingestretixall.staffslc.gov.uk


Every endeavour has been made to ensure information contained in this Newsheet is correct at the time of production. 
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