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This is my last newsletter before the May elections, as we ‘enter purdah’ at the end of the month.  I am standing again, so you may find me on the doorstep over the next few weeks!  Andrew and I thank all parish councilors and clerks for their courtesy and kind welcomes.  Andrew is standing down in May and Karine Aspin, will be standing alongside me.  Many of you will have seen Karine at parish meetings: she can be contacted on karine4milwich@gmail.com

This period in the council’s year is taken up with finances. I’m pleased to report that, unlike may authorities, and thanks to highest quality financial management, the borough has strong reserves and has been able to raise council tax by just 2.9%.  (To that needs to be added, of course, the county council, police and fire service increases). The parish precepts are also set. Do note that our Council is one of the few authorities that still gives out a parish precept.  Our cabinet continues to strongly defend the precept.

Predominant so far this year is the issue of Immigrant accommodation: the influx of ‘boat people’.  One private hotel in Stafford town centre has now been let to Serco to accommodate families.  

The contentious Serco application for immigrant accommodation for 481 single male and female immigrants in the Beacon Building near the crematorium:  Serco have placed an appeal, with a public inquiry to be held from the 16th May. SBC will be led by a senior experienced barrister and an expert witness from Knight Frank. I shall give evidence as ward and cabinet member, along with Carolyn Trowbridge, also a cabinet member. Carolyn proposed the refusal at planning committee. Hopton PC will give evidence.  I have a wealth of comments, but anyone who has not been in contact or has more information in particular, please do email me fbeatty@staffordbc.gov.uk. 

I am in constant touch with Theo Clarke, our MP, who has brought Penny Mordaunt, cabinet minister, to see the site.  Theo is exchanging with Robert Jenrick MP, Minister for Immigration and has raised concerns in parliament.  I have met with Ben Adams, Staffordshire Police Commissioner over security issues; and set out residents’ views with our county council cabinet, particularly in relation to the education department and adjacent schools. We have written to the Integrated Care Systems organisation (formally CCGs) for the Health Service, about health provision.  From other immigrant centres’ experience, it seems likely that there will be significant health issues to deal with.  Frustratingly, all these agencies are sitting on the fence so far.
.
Business Buoyancy: some interesting information came out with the latest SBC scrutiny statistics, that the number of new start-ups across the borough is far outstripping our predictions, over 400 against an annual target of 80.  We monitor 3
+ year survivability and that is excellent too.   
The sixth Stafford in the World Event will be taking place on Saturday 3 June 2023 in Victoria Park, Stafford. As you know the event celebrates the huge variety of links that Stafford has with many parts of the world.  We are looking for any schools, businesses, community groups, charities or organisations that have links with the rest of the world to take part on the day. If you know of anyone who would like to take part, bookings are able to be made online: www.staffordbc.gov.uk/stafford-in-the-world                           The deadline date for booking a place is Friday 28th April 2023.
 HS2: The following is a summary of key upcoming works to be carried out in areas across the Phase 2a route:  CA02 Colwich to Yarlet:
National Grid Gas Pipeline Diversion Works, Yarlet:  6 March to 19 May 2023 - Road closure of northbound carriageway A34 Stone Road opposite Greyhound Pub, and also gap within central reservation.  Diversion via A34/A51.rom 6 March to 19 May 2023:
19 May to 22 December 2023:
https://www.hs2.org.uk/work-items/national-grid-gas-pipeline-diversion-works-at-yarlet/

Cannock Chase National Landscape Conference – Chase Through Time:  Over 80 people gathered, on the theme of historic environment. The conference brought together managers of historic assets, community groups, societies, and enthusiastic individuals to look back at its legacy and plan conservation and enhancement of the historic environment on the Chase.
Cannock Chase has been shaped by interactions between people and landscape over millennia. Its historic environment and culture are fundamental to its natural beauty, unique character, and sense of place.   The Chase Through Time project, which had run from 2016 to 2018, shone a light on 2,000 years of human activity on Cannock Chase and how our ancestors managed and worked their environment.  A partnership between Staffordshire County Council, Historic England and the Heritage Lottery Fund, the project engaged experts and volunteers to survey and research the many interesting archaeological remains found on Cannock Chase.   It resulted in many new discoveries, has added to our knowledge and understanding about the Chase, as well as providing direction and clues for the future management and conservation of this National Landscape. The meeting considered “What next?”
Enthusiastic volunteers had researched why there are so many apple trees on the Chase? No one knows! They are no known variety. And of interest locally was a presentation on the excellent local HS2 environmental enhancement projects, and the importance of the work of the volunteers.   More volunteers are always welcome. Information on the volunteers’ programmes can be found on Volunteering - Cannock Chase (cannock-chase.co.uk)

Green Solutions Scheme: the Low Carbon Business Evolution Programme (LCBEP) helps businesses reduce their carbon footprint and increase energy efficiency. This programme has helped numbers of Borough SMEs by offering:
· A free specialist low carbon review around Energy Efficiency
· A review of current energy consumption
· A site visit 
· Recommendations to reduce energy use
· A visit to present the report and discuss how to implement recommendations 
· Grant funding of between £2,000 – £20,000 (up to 60% of net costs covered) to help businesses implement recommendations.

SCC plan for a replacement scheme, supporting 8 businesses per year with grants of up to £20,000 and associated business support.  A second scheme at a cost of £40,000 per district will support 40 businesses at a cost of £1,000/business for other ‘green’ business tools such as Carbon Tracker which helps businesses analyse their carbon footprint and energy use. I can give you the contact.

Start-up Friday: Staffordshire Chambers of Commerce, with Staffordshire University, are launching their Start-up Friday event on 17th March.  Open to start-tup businesses (started in the last 5 years) or individuals, of any age, interested in starting their own businesses. Information and key organisations on the wide range of support and opportunities available. This includes:
–              Free training and workshops to help you start and grow your business
–              Grant funding that is available to help your business when it starts
–              Specialist advice on areas such as product development, IP and more
–              Network with other businesses and sharing ideas and best practice.
Key speakers will share their journey to start up, help and support they received. Runs from 12pm till 3pm at Staffordshire University Catalyst Building, Stoke.
Booking: https://staffordshirechambers.co.uk/product/staffordshire-start-up-friday/
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